Summary of breeding chronology

his table gives a rough idea of the breeding chronology for each BFL study species. In
general, you should use earlier dates in southern parts of the breeding range or at lower
elevations, and later dates in northern parts of the breeding range or at higher elevations.
Feel free to use personal knowledge or local references to fine-tune the table for your area.
You may be able to find a more detailed breeding chronology for your state or province in
a local birdfinding guide or breeding bird atlas.

TABLE 4
Spring Eggs in Young in Fall
arrival nest nest Fledglings departure
Sharp-shinned Hawk resident in late April— late May- late June— resident in
many areas  mid-July mid-Aug early Sept many areas
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  late April— May and late May- late June— late Aug—
late May June June July early Nov
Veery* late April— late May- early June-  mid-June- late Aug—
mid-May mid-July late July mid-Aug early Oct
Bicknell’s Thrush late May— early June—  late June- early July— mid-Aug-
mid-June early July late July early Aug early Oct
Black-throated Blue Warbler* late April— mid-May— early June-  mid-June- late Aug-
mid-May early Aug late Aug early Sept early Sept
Blackburnian Warbler mid-April— late May— early June-  mid-June- Aug—
mid-May mid-July late July early Aug Sept
Bay-breasted Warbler mid-May— late May— late June— early July- mid-Aug-
June early July late July early Aug Sept
Canada Warbler early May—  late May— early June-  mid-June- mid-July—
early June late July early Aug mid-Aug late Aug
Broad-winged Hawk early April-  late April- mid-May— late June— mid-Aug-
May early June mid-Aug Aug early Oct
Eastern Wood-Pewee early April-  mid-May- late May— mid-June— mid-Aug-
early June early Sept late Sept Oct early Nov
Wood Thrush* mid-April— mid-May— early June-  mid-June- mid-Aug-
late May late July mid-Aug late Aug late Sept
Cerulean Warbler early April-  late April— mid-May— June— late July—
late May early July early Aug Aug early Oct
Worm-eating Warbler mid-April- late May- mid-June— late June— mid-July—
mid-May mid-July late July mid-Aug Sept
Louisiana Waterthrush mid-March—  mid-April- late April— mid-May— mid-July—
late April early July late July Aug Aug
Brown-headed Nuthatch*  mostly early March—- mid-March—  mid-April- mostly
resident late May mid-June mid-July resident
Red-headed Woodpecker* late March—  mid-May— late May- early July— late Aug—
late May early Aug early Sept late Sept early Nov

* = multiple brooded
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Spring Eggs in Young in Fall
arrival nest nest Fledglings departure
Red-shouldered Hawk resident or late March—  late April- early June—  resident or
Feb.— April  early May mid-July Sept mid-Oct
Acadian Flycatcher* early April-  late April- mid-May— June— late July—
mid-May mid-July late July Aug Oct
Yellow-throated Vireo mid-March-  mid-May- early June-  mid-June- mid-Aug-
early June mid-July late July Aug Oct
Northern Parula mid-February— early April-  late April- early May—  Aug—
late May mid-July mid-Aug Aug Oct
Prothonotary Warbler* mid-March—  early April-  late April- mid-May— late July—
mid-May mid-July late July Aug mid-Aug
Swainson’s Warbler late March—  early May—  mid-May- early June-  mid-Aug-
early May late July early Aug late Aug mid-Oct
Kentucky Warbler early April-  late April- late May— early June—  late July—
mid-May late July mid-Aug early Sept mid-Sept
Hooded Warbler* early March— mid-May- late May— early June—  early Aug—
mid-May late July early Aug early Sept late Sept
Red-breasted Sapsucker resident or mid-May— June— July resident or
early April mid-June mid-July Sept
Williamson’s Sapsucker resident or early May— mid-May— mid-June— resident or
Mar-mid-May mid-June late July early Aug mid-Aug—Oct
Lewis’s Woodpecker resident or late April— mid-May— mid-June— resident or
early May late Aug late Sept Oct late Aug-Sep
White-headed Woodpecker resident early May—  mid-May- mid-June— resident
late June mid-Aug late Aug
Olive-sided Flycatcher mid-April— late May— mid-June— mid-July— late July—
mid-June late July late Aug mid-Sept Oct
Chestnut-backed Chickadee mostly mid-March  April- May— mostly
resident early June June July resident
Cassin’s Vireo* late March—  late April- mid-May— June— Sept—
late May early July late July Aug early Nov
Swainson’s Thrush early May—  late May- late June— late June— late Aug—
early June early Aug mid-Aug late Aug mid-Oct
Hermit Thrush* late April— mid-May— early June-  mid-June— late Aug—
late May early Aug mid-Aug late Aug mid-Oct
Varied Thrush* late March—  mid-May- mid-June— early July— late Aug—
late April early July late July mid-Aug late Oct
Black-throated Gray Warbler mid-March—  early May—  late May- mid-June— early Aug-
late May late June mid-July July Oct
Hermit Warbler mid-April-  early May—  late May— mid-June— mid-July—
mid-May late June mid-July July mid-Oct
Townsend’s Warbler early April-  mid-May- early June-  mid-June— early Aug-
late May late June late July early Aug early Oct
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Spring Eggs in Young in Fall
arrival nest nest Fledglings departure
Cooper’s Hawk resident in early April-  mid-May- late June— resident in
many areas  mid-June mid-July mid-Sept many areas
Yellow-billed Cuckoo April- mid-May— early June-  mid-June— late Aug—
June early Sept early Oct Oct Nov
Willow Flycatcher early May—  late May- mid-June— late June— late July—
early June early Aug late Aug mid-Sept late Sept
Strickland’s Woodpecker  resident mid-April-  early May—  early June—  resident
mid-June late June early July
Greater Pewee late March—  mid-May- late May— mid-June— early Sept—
mid-April early July mid-July early Aug late Sept
Bridled Titmouse mostly mid-April-  early May—  late May- mostly
resident mid-June late July Aug resident
Grace’s Warbler* mid-March— early May—  late May— June— Aug—
late April late June mid-July July early Sept
Red-faced Warbler early April-  early May—  late May— mid-June— late July—
late May late June mid-July July mid-Sept
Scott’s Oriole* mid-March-  late April- mid-May— June— July—
mid-May late June mid-July July mid-Oct
Nuttall’s Woodpecker resident April- mid-April— May— resident
late May mid-June July
Oak Titmouse resident mid-March—  early April-  late April- resident
late June mid-July mid-Aug




