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Before You Start

Time and Place
90 minutes 
Indoors and outside

Materials Needed
Curriculum Components

EXPLORING BIRD BEHAVIOR 
DVD

video

videos, fast and slow 
clips
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You Provide

Behaviors” list

01:30

Investigation 1

Be a Bird 
Observer

Goal
To encourage students to notice and think about bird behaviors.

Learning Objectives
1. Students will be able to define and describe behavior.
2. Students will be able to define and describe the difference 

between observation and inference. 
3. Students will be able to categorize behavior and begin to 

collect behavioral data.

Advance Preparation

Conducting the Activity
1. Reflect on animal observations. 

Questions to consider
-

-

-
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Cornell Lab of Ornithology BirdSleuth: Exploring Bird Behavior Investigator’s Journal

Watch a video of bird behaviors, and write down your observations and questions.

1. How do the birds behave?  (What do you observe?)

2. What questions do you have? (What do you wonder?)

While watching a video and going outside, 
you can observe many interesting bird 
behaviors!

Be a Bird Observer

What are these birds doing?2. Observe bird behaviors in a video 
and create a “Bird Behaviors” list. 

-

-
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discussion about behaviors that the students 

-

Prompt discussion by asking

-

-

-
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Be a Bird Observer

Sample List of 
“Bird Behaviors”
pulling up a worm

taking off to fly
calling

chasing each other
flying

hopping
sitting on a branch

spearing a fish
swimming
preening
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