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Little Blue Heron at Sapsucker Woods

BY KEVIN MCGOWAN

C0%/44(,8#!%9/,,,'%<,;8!% @!#20% =$>/1(;%28&% (%-#),?$!(#%9/:;!1%<
appeared at the Cornell Lab of Or- Heron, it was white overall with
nithology’s Sapsucker Woods on some dark smudges in the outer pri-
B2"14.1#%DA%EFFG*%+,%'()%-#),%jHAffes in the wing. The dark-tipped
H$/06%>(),%,7!%1270)20%J!0,#% (0B was pale bluish at the base and
was quickly located along the edges the legs were yellowish green.

of the Lab’s wetlands. It came oblig- =71%9/::1%<:81% @'#20%/)% (% )4(
106;$%1;2)%(,%-#),%.8,%, 7'0%&2803%:{{Hern heron that breeds from
back, shallower impoundment most  goyth America to the southeastern

to its liking and moved in and out  pjted States and along the Atlantic
2896)/67,*% KO;/L1%9/:;19% <8!% @'#28)0%xt northward to Maine. In the
)/67,13%/0%,71% J($86(% (L!1% <()/0Y S the main breeding areas are
in the past, this heron stuck around

=<

in the Southeast. In the northern
for a;c leﬁ‘St three weeks (as of Prfilss states, breeding numbers are rather
time), allowing most everyone who  gm3a]] and limited to coastal areas. u \

. - 1"H$%&'$(%&)%*+,&/0&1/23(45%*&6++.37&
122L13%8&24#%1,%,2%-03%, % +,9'()%-#),%.&2803% #!13/06%/0% Bk‘%@s*.-079&(433;02%:")9-%&*7(&*--5-(&

York in 1958, and its New York o js0378 AB"4B&B%$28."30", C("3B&"0&

population apparently peaked +(*:&/8&D+(,C&1, +AD&EC*%0@
at 68 pairs on Long Island in

1985, declining more recently to
about 21 pairs in 4-10 sites (Mc-

Cameron Rognan

Atlantic Coast. Anthony Lauro

Crimmon, 2008, in 45-&1-6*7)& mentions 47 records in Upstate

8243068 *+&1(--) T9& I'()%8&. '7& _New York away from Long Island
#(081232) " or the lower Hudson Valley, with

. most occurring in spring (1998, in
Studies in a number of breed- IHHS& (%8 *+& -.& F(0& 1R 3The
ing colonies in the S(‘)uthe‘rn species does not appear in central
U.S. have shown that juvenile or western New York every year
9/:;!%<;8!%@!#20)%7!(3%/0%(5%%&5 reported relatively re ularll
directions when they leave a p YTe8 Y

breeding colony, with man I"I#$% &I $! (#)*%+,%'()%(%-#),%.()/0%
g Y Y 1124398 24%41%(514%. /#3/06% 7 H1% & 2#%
heading north (Rogers et al.,

1995, I')%&. *+&. ,*(25&8:-('63&20 years, as it. was for many others.
:7#7- ). Just where this bird Most reports in the bgsm seem to be
single observer sightings of a heron
that cannot be relocated. This coop-
1#(,/"1%$2806%9/:;!%<;8!%7()%.!10%(%

ségg‘est somewhere along the pleasant exception. «f

came from is not known, but
the strong southeast winds we
had preceding its appearance

i
I"H$%&'S(%8)Yo*+,8-+(,.8&/08L/23(45%*&6++

8+9%:;%*&<7&=>>?@

WATCHING BIRDS IN THE ITHACA AREA FOR NEARLY 100 YEARS
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rium of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Johnson Center on
W(>)81L!#%[223)%\2(3*%C;; %>#26#(4)%(03%-!;3%,#/>) Yo (#!Y
and open to the public. Membership costs $15 per year, $10 for
students, payable in September. To join, send a check (made
28,%,2%]J($86(%</#3%J;8."_%,2% J($86(% </#3%J;8.%=H!()!
c/o Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road,
Ithaca, N'Y 14850.

</[#3%1,8.%414.1#)%#!1!/"1%,7'%JI($86(%</#3%J;8.%B!");!:1#%
420,7;$%8#24%W!>,14.1#%, 7#2867%I80!*%W!03%0!");!:1#%)8.
missions to Anne Marie Johnson, contact information above.
Of particular interest are articles about local bird sightings,
bird behavior, or birding hot spots, as well as original poetry,
art, and photos.
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From the President

When word spread about 0/'
(0%/44(,8#!%9/,,,1%<,8!%
Heron at Sapsucker Woods,
my first thoughts went
back to the Magnificent
Frigatebird and its un-
timely demise. Would this
J#3%)8al#%,7'%)(4!%&(,'b%
My gut told me no, but I'm
no expert on the survival of
birds who have wandered
out of their natural range. It just seemed to me that
this bird was more likely to be able to adapt to the
pond than the frigatebird had to Cayuga Lake. Just
, 7190) (4!1A%7 ("/06%0!"1#%)!10%(0%/44(,8#1969/;!%<;8!1%
@'#20A%+%7!(3!3%2"1#%()%)220%()%+%128;3%(5!#% 7!(#
ing the news. (Thanks Ann!) With reverence so as
not to repeat the feelings of guilt that I experienced
(514#9%"/'106%, 71%&#/6(,!.[#3A%+%Q2/0!3%I($% (03%C!##/%
V1d2'(0%,2%'(;L%28,%,2% ,7!% W7'#223% c;(,&2#4*%%0
*]ay was quick to spot the bird, half hidden in the
vegetation across the pond —not the most satisfying
view, but a view none-the-less.

My gut instincts seem to have been correct. It has
been a joy to follow the almost daily reports of the
1#3€)%120,/08!3%>#!)!1011*%f)>11/(;;$%8>;/5/06%'1#!%
the reports describing how much food it was con-
suming. This past weekend, a meeting at the Johnson
Center provided the opportunity for me to observe
,71% .[#3% (6(/0*%+%'()%17(:/06A%)1(00/06%,7!%>203A%
and checking the feeders when it suddenly hit me
,7(,9,71%9/:;1%<;81%@#20%'()%)/:/06%#/67,%/0%&#20,%28&%
me on the log just at the pond’s near edge. That sure
made up for the not so satisfying initial look. Several

7% us delighted in studying it up close and watching

it move from log to tree to water’s edge, just behind

&#!1%ome vegetation. Now if it would just realize that it

is time to head south to warmer climes, the story will

usahiave a happy ending.

C03%02'%20% ,2% 1,8.% .8)/0!))g*% c;(0)% &2#% ,7/)%
$l(#e)% IT#/),4()% </#3% J280,% (#!%'";;% 803!#% '($%
=7/)%!h1!>,/20(;%!a2#,%,2%1!0)8)%./#3)%/0%,7!%+,7(1(%
area is a great way for lots of club members to get
10"2;"13*% +%'28;3% ;/L1%,2% ,7(0L% <(#3% c#!0,/))% &2#%
"2;80,!1#/06%,2%122#3/0(,!%28#%!a2#,) A%i!"/0%(03%I ($%
McGowan for volunteering to once again compile the
;f/zg%g, and all of the folks who stepped forward to be
area leaders. Wouldn't you like to join them in their
1a2#,)b%=71%;!(3'#)%128;3%8)!1%)!"1#(;%>(/#)%2&%!$!)%
and ears to help cover their assigned areas. Don't
&!1;%;/L1%62/06%28,%/0%, 7!%12;3b%@2'%(.28,%'(,17/06%

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Events Calendar

DATE EVENT DETAILS

DEC. 6 | F)147&C0)GH&I)$<$0$&F$4Athis one day trip to Niagara Falls, Canada, will look for rare gulls
Saturday | Leader: Kevin McGowan (03%2, 7!#%0)>11/") A%#!,8#0/06%06(5#%3(#L *%<#/06%0;2,)%2&%0 (#4%1,2,71) A
6:00 k*Z. | Meet: Johnson Center far warm shoes or boots, and shoe and hand warmers (whatever
parking lot. $28%0!13%,2%L!'>%'(#4_*%<#/06%)0(1L)%(0312#%;8017*%="1'#!%'/;;%
be stops on the way to and coming back from Niagara Falls for

food. Don't forget to bring your passport. For more information,
120,(1,%i!"/0%(,%mLQA4EM12#0!;;*138n%2#%(,% SDE?EDSF*

DEC. 8 | 8%>"<$&*)07&84",&-11=)%<| +0%7/)%>#!1)!0,(,/20A%]=7!%W,(,!%2&%08#%</#3)X%C%J20,/0!0,(;%c!#
Monday Johnson Center Auditorium | )>!1,/"IA"%i!096\2)!0.1#6%';;%3/)18))%./#3%120)#"(,/20%>#/2#/ /)%

OXS¥&* | Speaker: Ken Rosenberg and issues in New York in the context of global threats faced by
birds throughout North America, as well as the complex conser-
"(,/20%;(03)1(>!%28&%,7'%ET),%1!0,8#$%W!%)>! (LI#%>#2-;1%.!;2'%
for more information.

DEC. 13 | F)147&C0)GH&!:+0=J1$017&=7/)%;(,!%(5!#0220%,#/>%!;;%0)! (#17%&2#%W7 2#,?(#!3%0';)%6(03%2, 7 1#%

Saturday | AD4# birds until dusk. Dress warmly. Contact Ann with questions at
2:00 Y*Z | Leader: Ann Mitchell m(;4UDTSM(2;*124n%2#%(,%EOO?EUEP*
Meet: Johnson Center*
DEC. 15 | 5(67%(0(#&8("8%/*( Note early deadline to accommodate holiday travel plans. Send
Monday 01");1:14%0)8.4/))/20)%,2%C00!%V (#/!%1270)20A%120, (1,%/0&2#4(

tion on page 2.

DEC. 20 | -+%=15"3%$&8:0)#=3%#& If you are interested in participating in the Montezuma Christmas
Saturday | *)07&8+"%= </#3%J280,A%120,(1,%I1(0!%d# ()% (,2%mQ6#(")M)L/342#!*138n% 2#%
(,2%SDE?PFUP*

JAN. 1 | K=:$.$&8:0)#=3%#&*)07& | See article on page 8 for details.
Thursday | 8+"%=

JAN. 11 | F)147&C0)GH&8$>"<$&:$(1] p#1))%6(>>#2>#1(,1:$%&2H%, TI)% ;% 3($% #/>%6 (#2803%, 71%; (| 1*06<#/06¢
Sunday | 9!(3!#X%<2.%V1d8/#! a snack and lunch. There will be a stop or two for food. Contact
OXSE%* | Meet: Johnson Center* <2.%(,%m#))M;/67,;/0L*124n%2#%(, % ERP?FDPF%'/,7%q8!),/40)*

JAN. 12 | 8%>"<$&*)07&84",&-11=)%<| i!"/0%V1d2'(0%'/;;%72),%),7!%1;8.€)% (008(;% W7 (#!%r28#%¢cT 2
Monday Johnson Center Auditorium | ,2)%B/67,*%C0$%4!4.1#)%'(0,/06%,2%>(#,/1/>(,!%.$%)!03/06%6/0%
OXS¥¥%* | Host: Kevin McGowan photos from their birding adventures, please contact Kevin at

MLQ4EM12#0!;;*138n%2#%(,%SDE?EDSF*

JAN. 25 | F)147&C0)GH&!"3310:)44 | Dress warmly and wear appropriate footwear for this half day
Sunday 9I(3EX%</;;%<(L'# HI>%,2%;221.% &2#%'/0,'#%-017")% (03% 2,7!#% ./[#3)*% J20,({L, % </;;% (!
OXSEZ* | Meet: Johnson Center* <bilbaker@lightlink.com> or at 275-0540 with questions.

V11, %68&2#%-1: 3%, #/>)%/0%, 71%&#20,%>(#L/06%;2, *

December Speaker Profile: Ken Rosenberg

Director of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Conserva- "7117%&218)1)%20%120)!#"(,/;20A%)1/!0,/-1%,#(/0/06 A%(03%
/20%W1/1011%c#26#(4A%i1090\2)!10.1#69%02"1#)11)%(%) 1#/!) %ird-monitoring work in Mexico and Cuba. Ken is also

of research and citizen science projects focused on  very active in the international bird conservation con-
conservation related questions, including the habitat )2#,/184A% c(#,01#)%/0%s;/67,A%'71#!% 7% 18##10,;$%/)%,7!%
#1,(,/20)7/>)%28&%0B!2,#2>/1(;%4/6#(0,%./#3)A%, 7'%!al 1, ) YZR07 (/#%62&%, 71%)1/101!%1244/:11%(03%(%04!4.1#%2&%, 71%
forest fragmentation and pollution on bird populations, K*W*%c(#,01#)%/0%s;/67,%J2801/;A%()%'l;;%() %) !"1#(;%2, 7'#%
and the application of acoustic and Internet technolo-  /0/,/(,/"1% 1244/:11)% (03%,!170/1(;% '2#L/06% 6#28>)*%

gies to bird monitoring and conservation. His program  His current work combines analysis of bird population

includes the Neotropical bird conservation program, CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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MINUTES: CAYUGA BIRD CLUB MEETING
OCTOBER 13, 2008

BY SUZANNE HENDERSON
=71% 411,/06%'()% 1(;;13% ,2% 2#31#% .$% c#1)/310,% W8) (ORBANVS) (0%(00280113%, 7(, %(;;%, 7#11%6V/20, w84(%eV8 1L#(1!%

Danskin. Members and guests were welcomed. Susan re- teams sponsored by the club won in their categories.

minded those who had not yet renewed about the anngal NYAnn Mitchell reported about the Cape May trip she
dues—$15 per hOLlSGhOld or $10 per student—— and to SpEBley : '3%'/,7%V”0(%@ (#/ (,A%01,2I#%SXR*%"‘,%'()%(%G#'(,A%
OF);1:#9%>#1&1#1011%20%, 71%#10!'(;%&2#4u>3&%.$%!4(/; % fast paced trip with enthusiastic birders, and they saw

(in color) or print copy by mail (black and white). 42#1%,7(0%T SF%)>11/1)*

OLD BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENT

N%usan updated the group on the ,32'C-&=#372%& +*@usan reviewed upcoming trips and events, noting club
,32'C-&!"()% book fundraising campaign. Members 414, 1#9%\V (#/1%0\1!3%/;;%06/"1%(%6>#1)!0,(,/20%(.28,%<;(1L%
making tax deductible gifts should use donation  Terns at the October 20 Monday Night Seminar.
forms. Volunteers are still needed to visit several local
.8)/01))1)%(;#1(3$%/310,/-13%()%>2,10,/(;%)>20)2#)*% CAYUGA LAKE BASIN LIST

NOAN8)(0%#!4/03!3% &2;L)% 28% , 7'% s#/103)% 2&% , 7% OLR(AAVA. d8/#1%#1 (3%, 71%JI($86(%9(L!%<()/0%./#3%:/),%(03%
<22L.%W(;!%(03%,7!%728#)%,2%.!%-;;!3%.$%J($86 (Y0&/HB48' 3%, 7!%./#3)%/3!0,/-!3%/0%, 7'%.()/0%/0%, 7!%>#!"/28)%
Club volunteers. week, including at least nine Sandhill Cranes reported

NOAN8)(0%,7(0L!3%9/03(%J; 286 7'#,$%6(03%<2. /196 20#219f1ong Towpath Road on the north end of the lake.
for providing refreshments and to Vilasini Mills and EVENING PROGRAM

Linda Orkin for volunteering to provide refreshments FIA$20106'1:124130 (0 = NI AC (0T 5k
for the November 10 meeting, ! 19%'1;12413%C03#!(%=2'0)!03A%(%Cc7*p*%1(03/
3(,1%/0%f"2;8,/20(#$%</2;26%$%(,%J2#0!;;*% @ '#%>#!)10,(
'\%"}’18)(0%(002801!3%’5('%9/03(;’/"0#”0%(6#!!3?'i%-’%'ig’@A%]zﬂ%wu#!,%W!h% 9/"1)% 289 CAH/1(0% J#2) A% ()%
chairperson to coordinate volunteers to read the ased on her research with local crow populations. She
‘]($8_6(% 9(L!’% <(/0% #‘?’% /),% (_'% 1% J2#01:,%6.9(.% n§f%’rted that mating behaviors start iIr)1 Ilgebruary with
Ornithology’s Monday Night Seminars. mate guarding, followed by nest building in March, usu-
No&=71%B24/0(,/06% J244/:11%VvI(8#(% W,!0w;#A% W8)(0%lly at the top of the tallest conifers. The breeding female
P(0)L/0A% (03%d;(3%)% </#3)(;;_% >#1)10,!3% (%);(, 1% 2891)%642),9%628&%, 71%/018.(,/20*%C. 28, YER%3($)%6(5#%, 71%166) %
2t11#)%&2#%1;11,/20*%B24/0(,13%,2%120,/08!9%/0%, 7!/#%]aid, Kevin McGowan climbs to the nests to gather
>2)1,120)% "1#!% c#!)/310,% W8)(0% p(0)L/0OAY =#!()8#!#%01),:/06%pBC*%=71%0!),;/06)%H!36!%.$%I80!*%CA41#/1(0%
Kim Kline, and Recording Secretary Suzanne Hen-  J#2')% (#1% 122>1#(,/"1% #!131#)A%'/,7%)241% 2a)>#/06%
31#)20%% B24/0(,!3% ,2%-;;%2>10%>2)/,/20) % 1#1% <2.%emaining in the family group. Although they pair for
V1d8/#!% &2#% "111% c#!)/310,A% J2;;110% /17 (#3)% &2¥f& 86% of breeding crows cheat on their partners. DNA
Corresponding Secretary, and Marty Schlabach for  analysis of 288 nestlings found evidence of incest and
p/#!11,2#%V80,/, %EFTE_*%=71%1244/:11%()L!3%&2#%028/#113/06%/0%E G*Gy%28&%2a) >#/06%v>#!:$%6#(#1%/0%, 71%./#3%
0(,/20)% &#24% ,7'% H22#*% B20!% "#1% >#1)10,!3*% <:$%#:3 706 S*Ry% 2&% 2a)>#/06%#1)8;,13% &#24%/01!),*% +0.#13%
Rowley made a motion to close nominations, and  birds appear to have shorter life spans than outbred
Anne Hobbs seconded the motion. Members voted birds, but more research is needed. <
to close the nominations. Kevin McGowan made a
motion to accept the slate as presented, and Linda
Clougherty seconded the motion. Members voted to December Spea ker Profi le:
(11'>,%,7'%);(,'% 2&% 2t1!#)*% W8)(0% p(0)L/0% ,7(0L!B%
Susan Earl (outgoing Corresponding Secretary) and Ken Rosenb erg
<(#3%c#!10,/))%v08,62/06%p/#!1,2# %&2#%,7!/#%)!#"/§1* CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
N%!"/0% V1d2'(0% #!>2#,13%20% ,7!% B!'"% r2#L%W,(,'% | trends and distributional data, development of
Ornithological Association’s (NYSOA) 60" Annual conservation priorities and recommendations, and
Meeting. NYSOA is aiming for 600 individual mem- work with land managers and planners to imple-
J#)7/>)% (03% >;(0)% (%),#206% 'a2#,% ,2% #!1#8/,% $2806%nt sound bird conservation strategies.
JH3IH)%VTEXTU% $!(#)%2;3_*%\!16#!:(.;$A% 020!% 2&%6, 71%:-005(33/,/20%,2%7/)%2t1/(;%38,/1) A%i!0%/) % 71961 (>

o

60 member clubs have volunteered to host a future ,(/0%28%, 71%9(.€)%6[2#;3%W!#/1)%2&%</#3/06%, (4 A%%(03%
411,/06*%W7('0%</;;1#4(0%(03%=24%I270)20%#!11/"13% | 719%6'#/,1)%#1" /1 %28%./0218;(#)%(03%)>2:/06%)12>1]%

the Lillian Stoner Award, a travel scholarship given for the Lab’s magazine, A'C'79&!'(). He is a lifelong

to students interested in ornithology to help defray birder and has traveled extensively watching and

("% (03%;236/06% 12),)% /0% (:103/06%,7!% Brwod% studying birds. «s

meeting.
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MINUTES: CAYUGA BIRD CLUB MEETING

NOVEMBER 10, 2008

BY SUZANNE HENDERSON
c#1)/310,%W8)(0%p(0)L/0%1(;;!3%,71%411,/06%,2%2#31#A%A mazon.com for about the same price with free

welcoming members and a guest from Syracuse, Judy )7/>>/06*%i!"/0%I*%V1d2'(0%/)%12?!3/,2#A%(03%<(#3%
Thurber. Susan thanked club members who volun- c#10,/))%122#3/0(,'3%(1q8/#/06%, 7!%(#,%/;;8) #(,/20)*

JM#13%&2#%, 71%s#/103) %628 %=7"%9/ . #(#$%<22L%W(; !*W%}@%(C#!O,/))% '1::% 122#3/0(,1% , 71% | (08 (#$% T% +,7(1(%
also reminded members of the open invitation to have JTH]),40%</#39%6J280,*%d;(3$)%6</43)(;:%7 () %12243/0(,13%
dinner with the the club’s guest speakers prior to each ,7N%!"10,%8:2#%)!"1#(;%6$! (#) AY%(03%) 71% ;%7 :>%< (#3%1,7%
420,7;3%4!1,/06*%=71%;21(,/20%2&%, 7 %RX Si¥per the details. Kevin and Jay McGowan will compile the

is posted to the Cayugabirds email list each month or 3(,(%(03%6>#1)10,%/, %6(51#%, 71%3/)7?,22>()) %63/00#:%CY%"2;
can be obtained by contacting Susan (contact informa- unteer is needed to receive information by telephone

tion on page 2). Susan thanked Vilasini Mills and Linda from feeder watch counters. Volunteers are also needed

O#LI0% &24% >#2"13106% #1&4#1)TH0,)% (03%<!:$9%\2'1$% g 2496 71963/00149%)!,8>96VRESRBbcleanup.

fandhLee l?n? vi}r:L%er forgolunteirlng to provide re-  \o01 10611019 >#1)10,13% ,71% =H#!()8#1# €)% \I>2#,*% =71%
reshments for the Lecember meetng. 1;8.967(3%(%0!,%/01241%2&%{O0E%;(),%-)1(;%$!(#A%'/, 7'
OLD BUSINESS donations totaling $785. The club’s cash assets total

. . $7,526. The club has about 140 members.
Susan announced that the club received an exceedingly
6!01#28)% (020$428)% 6/5% 2&% {DAFFF38'€2&%H#372%EANNOUNCEMENTS
+*(&,32'C-&!"()% .22 %% =7/)%6/5% .#/06)%8)%1,;2)!%

’Z%ﬁes %/eocember meeting speaker will be Ken Rosen-
$8,000 fundraising goal, but member donations are still

needed and welcomed. Volunteers from the club are HBAY T2%°7,% >#)10,%]=T1% W, (,1%2&% 08#%b </#3) X% C9

continuing to seek sponsorship from local businesses, J20,/010,(;%cl#)>11,/1*
which will be acknowledged as sponsors in the book.  CAYUGA LAKE BASIN LIST

zﬁersr;%erfsi;’:‘;f dwégrf‘o":sbvevillrl‘%‘eldaeif(‘)g‘li;ggg’ilr’l“; W8)(0%p(0)L/0%6#1(3%, 7196J($86(%9(L %< ()/0%./#3%;/),%(03%
&8, BHIY0N) -+ #112#313%,71%./#3)%/3!0,/-13%/0%,7!%.()/0%/0%, 7'%>#!"/
B 28)%'"1LA%/01;83/06%(%9/:;1%<;8!% @'#20%(,%W(>)81L!#%
NEW BUSINESS Woods, White-winged Crossbills at Summerhill, and
a California Gull at Genes Cove on the west side of

N9%Busan announced that Frank Moses of the Montezu-
Cayuga Lake.

ma Audubon Center is advocating for the adoption
2&% J($86(% 9(L!% ()% (0% +4>2#,(0,% </#3% CH (N VHEYER ING PROGRAM

ﬁ?;ifggd;ilgiiii a;::sf;glc:igoztgf‘bﬁfg;gg’ Martha Fischer, Audio Archivist at the Cornell Lab of
! A Vel tecding, and over ‘ 0),72:26$€) %6V (1(8;$%09/ H(HSAY>#1)10,13%]</4#3)%28%, 71%
()%+<C)*%6s#(0L%7()%(>>;/13%82#% (% 6#(0,%, 7#28 /bo’/%/?)é#,/l*"%V(#,7(%,22L%,7!%(83/!01!%20%(0%!h1/,/06%

Triad Foundation, identifying the Cornell Laboratory HOATIT OA (2" 104 20 04\ (020/ /004 710,
2&%0#0/,72;26$%VJ90_A%(03%,7!%J($86(%</#3%%7;§:0 0'11L9%(3"10,8#1%,2%<(, 78#),%+);(03%/0%,7!%J(0(

VI<_ 6()%6>(#,/1/>(,J06%6>(#, 01 Y%= TI%66#(0, %>#2"/3 %n‘i—ligh A.rtic. The ex.peditio.n, which included Gerr?t
> @8?3 /audlo production engineer at the Macauley Li-

{RFF9%1(17% 8249 J90% (03% J<J% ¢;(0)% &2#% 8./ JWQH Iy 30/, 0041 12451/)7139%6>72, 26#(>TH#AY%) 2667 %6, 2%-:%
the money would include a traveling information . SO T ' . "
bulletin board, increased involvement in the Great gapiln thﬁOMacalu 01 e Iflblral;y > COH?C’EIOH O(f recordllongs LAD
<(LLS(H3%</#3Y6J280, AY6HI>: (1/0696/0"()"10%6>:(0,)061, 705" 10r (#1196, (#61,%6)>11/1) XY6W (031#,/06A%CE#>;196W(03>/> AT
native species. and conservation education and White-rumped Sandpiper. They arrived in the high
p g . ‘ arctic on June 6 where the ground was covered in snow

N (#3%c#10,/))%) 7 (#13% (% >#1"/"%12>3%UBE&Y6*7)&  {espite the Midnight Sun. While delayed at a stopover
KO0$/3&+-& *%%.",C&"*.3&",& 8NA& L+*FabMIA@E& 11 resolve a luggage snafu, they had an unexpected
120_’(/0)%EDD%)>!1/ !)%(112807)A%42#!%17(0%3':':%!}3&)rtunity to photograph and record Ivory Gulls.
trations, and color maps of the 2000-2005 breeding  Once they reached their destination, just 200 miles from
#3%3/),#1.8,/20%/0%B!'%r2#L%W.,(,!%.()!3%20% RASE&RH 1968 2#, 7A%, 71$%7 (3%, 2%62"1#1241%3/t18;,%(;L/06%
three-square-mile blocks, showing changes fromthe 1203/, 120)A% '/3!;$% 3/)>1#)!13% (03% '!;:% 1(428H(6!3%
-#),% <#!13/06% </#3%C,;()% 120381,13% EF% $!(#)% (67#4 and persistent winds. The best light and wind
J2#01;%c#1))%>8.;/) 713%, 71%(,;()%(03%!h>11,13%12> onditions were from 9 Y*Z%, 2%'S% so they adjusted
ies to arrive in Ithaca on November 11. The atlascan  1eir lives accordingly. Martha shared wonderful re-
19%6>8H#17()!3%3/#1L,;$%&#24%J2401;%CH#!)) %&2HN{ SRR and photographs of the target species as well
(plus shipping), a 40% promotional discount (saving  ()96W02'%<80,/06A%\21L Y%, (#4/6(0A%I/06%6H/3HAYCIL, 24(; %
$24) until December 15, 2008, by using a promotional  \n(03>/>1#A%<8a?.#1(),13%W(03>/>1#A%W02'$%0";A%(03%
code: CCIT. The book also can be purchased from  gnow Goose. <mb
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The Cayuga Bird Club Welcomes Two New Officers

BY MARK CHAO

Colleen Richards,

Corresponding Secretary

Colleen Richards has stepped forward
to serve as the club’s Corresponding
Secretary, starting this fall. In this
capacity, she will be responsible for
keeping records of club meetings,
helping with club publicity, and corre-
sponding with speakers and guests.

Bob McGuire,

Vice President

If you like birding at any of our local
hotspots, chances are that you've seen
<2.%V1d8/#!€)%,#81L%/0%, 71%>(#L/06%;2,*%
He gets out early and he birds a lot, with

a great, relentless passion and openness

to learning, arguably unsurpassed by

anyone else in this bird-crazy commu-
0/,$%C03% 7!%-03)% (%;2,%2&% ./#3)%,22u
indeed, as of mid-November, he has

found 261 species of birds in the Cayuga

ing with a friend, the friend’s daughter, and her own 9(L!1%<()/0%/0%EFFGA%Q8),%,"2%2a%, 7!%)/06;!?$! (#%#!112#3%

oldest son. Eventually Colleen enrolled in Cornell’s with a month and a half to go.
Spring Field Ornithology course. Then came partici- <8,%<2.% 321)% &(#% 42#!% &2# Y4
>(,/20%/0%,7!%+,7(1(%J7#/),4()%</#3%J280,*%J2;;!'0%al birds than just watching,
16(0% (:103/06% J($86(% </#3%J;8.%4!!,/06)%,'2% counting, and enjoying them. He
years ago. is a devoted longtime supporter
%6J2;;110%6/) 964 (##13% !, 7%-"1%L/3) A%(6!)%6P %, 2%E RETeseagh and conservation
the past twenty years, Colleen has overseen her kids’ wor.k by the Lab _Of
homeschooling. The demands of her schedule and Ornithology, the Fin-
the needs of her younger kids generally keep Col- ger Lakes L?nd Trust,
leen close to home. Therefore she does much of her ~ and the Friends of
birding around Dryden Lake, though she does enjoy the Montezuma
revisiting sites where SFO has taken her before. Wetlands
</#3/06%/)%(%02,(.;!%>(#,%2&%Jz;;!!0e)%&(4/;$o§i‘?§‘.?%lex' ' v
and her kids’ education. Colleen says, “My husband fi:l dl ‘fri a ﬂe:
has pieced together several chapters and ideas for a P
7842#28)%.22L.%10,/,;!13A% =71% </#3'(,171#€)% J24
>(0/20€)%J24>(0/20% 0\% 9/"/06%1, 7% <JO218;(#)*"% , ¢ o, 70010 (- AV, 7106/)06)14"106%, 71963 (386 (%</#3%J;8.%()%/.,)%
Their oldest son, a junior at Cornell, continues tobe < 196C#1)/310,*
(0%6("13%. /431406 2: 1106)%U 2$1(#72:3%62510%.2(). )%, 7( Jo 2#)/310,
he has seen certain life birds at a much younger age +0%](08(#3% EFFGA%<2.9)2;3%\21L% W #!(4%W,83/2)A%
than his mom! where he spent more than three decades building au-
diokinetic sculptures conceived by George Rhoads.
v+&%$28% 7("10e,% (;#!(3$A% 17!1L.% 28,%<2.€)%/01#!3/.;1%
two-story ball machine at the

Colleen Richards’s connection with
birds and birding has grown over the
past fourteen years. She started bird-

<#/(0%\V/17(#3)

Judy Keil

leader for
the Lab’s Spring Field Ornithology course. And as

We welcome Colleen and thank her for her service
to the bird club!

Sciencenter on First Street—or at
President’s Message 926(0% C/#>2#.,% /00/,0 <2),20A% 2#% (0$%
of dozens of children’s museums,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 hospitals, office buildings, and
the birds at your feeder and call- help to continue this fun and other public spaces worldwide.)
106%/0% ,7'%#1)8;,)b% [28;3% $280& 2#4(,/"1% ,#(3/,/20*% c;!()!%| In recent months, among various
1%'/;;106% ,2%),(a% ,7!% >720!")%onsider sharing in the experi- new pursuits as well as his own
(% ,72)'% 1(;;)% 124!%/0b% [7(,@fce and refer to the article on birding for fun, he has been work-
about helping to set up for or page8 for more details. 106%'/,7%9(06%f;;/2:%/0%#!12#3/06%
1;1(0%8>% (5'#%,71%3/)7?,2?>())% f bird sounds across Texas and New
(03%124>/;(,/20%3/00'#h%=7#1% York.
are so many ways that you can [19%'1;1241%<2.%,2% 7/)% 0!'%
position with the club! -
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Tom Johnson

BaSin Record California Gu” H21L9%2&%\067./;;13%d8;;)*%+%02,/113%

larger size in comparison to Ring-

BY TOM JOHNSON billed Gulls, slightly darker gray

On November 1, 2008, I was Red-throated loons. We were driv- mantle, yellowish legs, dark eye,
birding with Ann Mitchell, Chris ing north into the town of Aurora and long yellow bill with red and
[/:1$A% (03% W7('0% </;;1#4(0% /0%vhen I noticed a large number of black gonydeal markings.
C8#2#(%<($%20%,7!%!(),%)/3!%2&%sills on the lake and pulled the C51#%+%,221.9%)241%32184!0,(#$%
$86(%9(L!*%[1%7(3%Q8),%;!5%9206%0ver. This area, the mouth of photos, other birders began to ar-
€2/0,% W, (,'% C(#LAY '7!#!1% W7 (' 00¢0") % I#LA%T ()% (% &!"%6#(":%/}ive and got to enjoy this rarity,
7(3%)>2,,13% (% #(#!% c(1/&/1% 92080 7#1%61)!1%(03%68;;)%25!0% 7196 -#), % #11 2#3% 2&% , 71% )>11/1)% &2#%
10% (% ;(#6!% H21L% 2&% J24420%XR36#!6(,!*%d!:/06%28,%2&%, 7!%1 (#BAG($86 (% 9I(L!%<()/0*%=71%I(;/
I made a hopeful and joking quip  fornia Gull returned to the mouth
(:28,%],7!1% J(;/&2#01(% d8;;"% ,7(,%&%c(/0!) %6J#!! L %! (1 7%3($%80,/:%B2
19%'1#1%(.28,%,2%-03*%9!))%, 7(0%(Yember 4 and then was seen once
4/08,!%(54%.16/00/06%,2%)1(0%, 7'#hore, on November 9, on the west
H21LA% 4$% (.)8#3% >#!3/1,/20% '({@le of the lake. I think this species
realized when an adult California /)% :/L!;:$% ,2% 2118#%/0%],7!% <()/0"%
d8;;%(>>1(#13%/0%4$%)12>1€)%-!;3¢kain; look for it wherever large
28"V A%)/:106%20%, 71%6#("; %1, 7%(fbers of gulls are found. et

FIELD TRIP REPORT: CAYUGA LAKE, NOVEMBER 2

BY SUSAN DANSKIN

00%W803($A%B2"!4.1#%EA%CO00A%C(8;A%I83$A%(03%0We$d managed to squeeze into the overlooks on
Q2/0!13% 4% &2#% (% 1;8.%-!;3% ,#/>% |(#2803"% , 7% 1%0t-9a) %o(. 2" %C8#2#(%0<($%(03%!0Q2$%3/),(0,%"/!")%2&%
C5!4%(%q8/1L%(03%808#8/,88;%)1(0%28%, 7'%JI2#0BZHKA6H#!.)) A%(03%68;;)*%@2>/06%,2%-03%, 7!%6J (;/&2#0("
28%0#0/,72;26%€)%&!'31#)%&2#%Cc/0'%W/)L/0A%'%A§81Bgeen previously, we headed down to the point
,2% V$!#)% c2/0,*% W1(00/06% ,7!% ;(L!% &#24% ,7!% >Ph@madhe small creek enters the lake. Despite a con-
19%)>2:13%)1"1#(;%J24420%9220)*%=71%)2803)% 2& %4 '0,#(,!3%!a2#,A%'"%"#!1%80(.;!%,2%;21(,!%, 7'%./#3*
)72,)%(03%(%. (#L/06%326%(, %W ;,%c2/0,%42410 {#/,$%(%C5'#%;8017%(,%, 7!%B/1!%(03%f()$A%'1%7 (3%, 7!%!0
#(1,13%28#%:(:10,/20%.8,%3/3%02,7/06%, 2%(:#(1,%2, éudprequired to search for Cackling Goose (needed
waterfowl. We were fortunate to runinto Andre, and  .$%c(8;%&2#%7/)%J8>%:;/), %(03%\2))e)%d22)!%v0!!3!3%.$%
he joined us for part of our journey north. Ann for her Cup list). Ann found a Cackling Goose in

S2#61:/06%, 296171 1L%, 71964 (#/0(%(,%V/$1#)%c2/0, % 54op0! at the Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge
<:(LL9OW12, ) A% 7/17%7(3%.11096)!10%, 71419641110, - §AIHNep ™ 10110, 1#+9+0%#, 8HOAYC(8,%&2803%, 2%\2))€) %0d!!) %

headed toward Lake Ridge Road in search of Ring- from the tower at the main pool.

011L!13%c7!()(0,A%\28677?;166!3% @ ('LA% C4!#/1(0%  We decided to risk a quick drive over to East Road

c/>1,A% @2#013% 9(#LA% W02'% <80,/06A% (03% 9(5iff¢Bgdhopes of seeing Sandhill Cranes, followed by
Longspur. The high number of hunters seemed tobe @ return down the east side of the lake to make a
L11>/06%,71%6\/0620! 1L13%C7!()(0, %084 1#)%( Yow!#2+09' 1203%(:14>,9(,%, 71%J(;/&2#0/(%d8;;%(03%,2%17!1L %
CO3#196)>2:13%6(%\28672;16613%@ (L%, 7(,%, 71%6#1), %62 GIR04 (#/0(%(, 96V $1#)%6c2/0, %0&2#0%6<; (1LYW12, 1) %%+ %'() %
8)%64(0(6! 3%,2%4/))*%C%),2>%.$%,7!%—!;3)%(,%‘7(,%’6@th chmce as it meant passing up the traditional

once the Triangle Diner yielded nice views of a hunt- ﬁt?g) f?lr IC? Corelan; at 'F};e Caoyug;(a) Lake Cr|ea(r)nery. We. o

ing Northern Harrier, a perched Red-tailed Hawk, WAV (#313%1, 796"/ ) Y62&YTEY64(60/-110,%W(037/,:%

and several Horned Larks. No pipits, buntings, or J#(Q!)*%OS#%#!’.8#0%'2%08#2#(%<($%$/!;.3 13%620;$%6848)
lonespurs were sichted tration in our failed search for the California Gull.
5P ghted. o 08#Y6#, 8#0%, 296V $1H#)%6c2/0,% () %481 7964 2#196)8111))&8:%

C,%9206%c2/0,%W,(,'%c(HLANT/,1%19%61#1%) 1(00/0§¥ye met Mark Chao who pointed out the general
the Common Loons, Ann let out an excited cry that  :21( /20%28%8&28#%&!4(;1%<;(1L%W12, 1#)*

1047(39 %(0 219 0 505 7196)(419 0
)}71' A);S’ /0&2}18 ojcf?( rc(Lf 1dA)i220A /(.)>#2'(§"$ i(;;?.d@m. /O'/#:I)’}{%mks to all who joined me and to those who
that Shawn had discovered the previous cay. ANAre - Lalped us throughout the day. I think everyone in
08/1L;$%120-#413% 7'#%3/)12"1#$%(03%)220%, 71%#}),

o ) group managed to get at least one year bird, and
of us were enjoying somewhat distant but clearly couple of people added birds to their life lists —not

recognizable scope views of the bird. a bad way to spend a lovely November day. «m#

CAYUGA BIRD CLUB NEWSLETTER 7 DECEMBER 2008



ITHACA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 2009

BY BARD PRENTISS

=71%C838.20% J7#/),4)% </#3Y%FEEDER WATCHERS

Count is always held December
14 through January 5. In addition
to count circles throughout the
United States, counts are con-
ducted in Canada, the Caribbean,
Mexico, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and

NEEDED

If you choose to stay home and
count birds at your feeders, write
down the total time you spend
watching, the species seen, and the
maximum number of each species

’7I% C(ll&/l% +)'(03)*% r28% 1(0% é!f%q at one time. Call the Cornell
#1)8;,)96(03%"/1'%>72,2)%0)8.41:13%  9( 96 28% 0#0/,72;26$% (,% ERD?EIBSSkackbirds, and sparrows.

by participants at <www.audubon.
org/bird/cbc>.

This year will be Audubon’s

between 4:00 Y*Z*and 6:00 Y*Z*%o
later, please!) to report your counts
to a club volunteer.

1099 J7#/),4()% </#3% J280,*% =71%
J($86(%</#3%J:8.9%(6(/0%::%2t6( COMPILATION DINNER

nize the Ithaca count on the tradi-
tional date of January 1. Everyone
is encouraged to participate. If you
are a beginner and are concerned
about identifying birds accurately,
call one of the area leaders to
partner with a more experienced
birder. Dress warmly, be sure to
have some hot beverages and
other provisions with you, and get
started on your 2009 bird list!

You can begin at 12:01 k*Z. on
January 1 by listening for owls, or
you can head out at dawn to tally
feeding passerines. You can drive
around at noontime to tally rap-
tors, and you can hang out at home
and count birds at your feeders.

At the end of the day, join other

JT#1),4()% </#3% J280,% vI<J_

participants in the observatory
of the Johnson Center, starting at
6:00 Y*Z7 for a potluck supper at
PXSK¥2 followed by the compila-
tion of sightings at 7:15 Y*Z*¥his
year our count compiler is Kevin

V1d2'(0*96 <#/06% (% 3/) 7% ,2%)7(

and your own table service.

$5.00 FOR AUDUBON

#

2009 AREA LEADERS

AREA |
GLADYS BIRDSALL (257-0130)

West Dryden, Hile School Road
area. Open fields, secondary
6#2',7%-1;3)A%(03%'223;2,)*%c2)
sible Merlin, White-winged Cross-

AREA Il

BoB MCGUIRE (256-0460)

S(;;% J#!L% (#!(A% V280,% c;!()(0,*%
Woodlands and fields. Good for
turkeys, hawks, and herons.

0,
AREA 111

JAY MCGOWAN (342-4417)
=71%;/0!(#%>(#L%/0% p#$3!0A%<!(4%
@/;;A%(03%r1;;2'%<(#0%\2(3*%c/0!%
and spruce forests, good for winter
-0171)*%

1%

AREA IV

LAURA STENZLER (539-6893)

Ellis Hollow area, Snyder Hill,

3280,)06(#1%)8.4/:13%, 24C838. 20A%,06'223+06[223:(03)%(03%-1:3)*%

which compiles the data from all
the count circles. Audubon publish-
es a summary report each year and

Good for hawks, turkeys, bluebirds,
)>(##2")A%2';)A%(03%-0171)*

>2),)%(;;%J<J%3(,(%20%,71%+0, HONBEA V

This huge database is available for
anyone to access —high school stu-

:7|(y042#|%'$|)%28,%,7'#'%,7'%'I#*a/@nts dou‘lg a project, newspaper

For more information contact me
at <prentissb@frontiernet.net> or
at 844-4691.

WHERE TO COUNT

Within the 15-mile diameter Ithaca
count circle, we have nine areas
from which to choose, all with
their own hotspots. Check the map
on page 9 to decide where you
would like to go. Then contact the
coordinator for that area to sign
up for a territory or to be paired
with some other birders counting
in that area.

reporters writing about bird popu-
lation trends, or scientists doing
research. In order to compile, pub-
lish, and present the data, Audubon
asks each participant, age 18 and
older, to donate $5.00. In addition
to helping to cover count costs,
your $5.00 entitles you to a printed
copy of the report. Although the

SANDY PODULKA (539-7275)

W/h% V/;1% J#!1L% 62#6! A% <#22L,20
dale area. Our largest area, good
1#3/06% (03% 7/L/06*% c2))/.;!%-8#
key and grouse.

AREA VI
ASHER HOCKET (272-9462)

Danby area, Finger Lakes Trail,
(03% <8:1#4/;L% s(;;)*% B2,13% &2#%
wintering bluebirds and robins.

J($86(% </#3%J;8.%'/;:% 12"#%  TVAREA VII

fee for any participant who is un-
able to do so, please contribute to

BILL BAKER (257-0540)

TV%T1), 24/1% 24 %28&%, 71%J<J*%d)1%)/3!% 28% J($86(% 9(LIA% <2),

your participation fee to your area

wick Road, Mecklenberg Road.

1(31H%21 %64 (1; %!, %, 2%, 71%($86/(%o<4hesm for waterfowl, including all

Club Treasurer, c/o Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods
Road, Ithaca, NYY 14850.

three species of merganser.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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ITHACA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 2009

2009 AREA LEADERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

AREA VIII AREA IX

JANE GRAVES (342-6096) MARK CHAO (257-3348)
J2#0!;;%1(4>8)A%J($86(%@!/67,)A%(03%W,!'(#,%c(#LE86t side of Cayuga Lake, Lansing area. Fields, wood-
Good for rare birds, Fish Crows, and gulls. 12,)*%](,'#&2",%(03%-!;3%./#3)A%/01;83/06% B2#,7!#0%

Shrike and Short-eared Owl.

ITHACA COUNT CIRCLE MAP AND AREAS
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

LITTLE BLUE HERON AT

NEXT MEETING SAPSUCKER WOODS

DECEMBER 8

KEN ROSENBERG,

FEATURED SPEAKER MINUTES: OCTOBER AND
NOVEMBER MEETINGS

EVENTS CALENDAR

“THE STATE OF OUR
BIRDS: A CONTINENTAL THE CAYUGA BIRD CLUB

PERSPECTIVE” WELCOMES TWO NEW OFFICERS
SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS BASIN RECORD CALIFORNIA GULL

FIELD TRIP REPORT

Neotropical migrant on its ITHACA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
wintering grounds, from a painting 2009

by John Oneill.




