& NestWatch

=~ CORNELL LAB of ORNITHOLOGY
159 Sapsucker Woods Road ¢ Ithaca NY ¢ (607) 254-2426

Features of a good birdhouse

Birdhouses (also known as nest boxes) come in many shapes and sizes, and choosing which nest box to
build or buy can be confusing. Whether you plan to build or buy a nest box, it should contain the features
listed below. Make sure that it is well constructed and made with the birds and nest-box monitoring in
mind. It should be durable, easy to check, and clean.

Box made of untreated wood--
cedar and pine are two kinds that
weaather wall

Extended, sloped roof to protect
from predators and the elements

Roof fits into slot in back
to pravent water from
running down into box

Thick walls (at least 3/4 inch}

Sturdy closing mechanism
Entrance hole properly sized for
imtended species

Mo perches that can aid predators

Ventilation holes

Easy access for monitoring

and deaning
Sturdy construction-=made

with galvanized screws or nails

Hingead door

Drainage holas

Recessaed floor to pravent
tha nest from getting wet

Extended back to make
mounting easiar

Predator guard

Quick Checklist

‘/UNTREATED WOOD (PINE, CEDAR, OR FIR) ‘/DRAINAGE HOLES

‘/THICK WALLS (AT LEAST 3/4 INCHES) ‘/VENTILATION HOLES

‘/EXTENDED, SLOPED ROOF ‘/EASY ACCESS FOR MONITORING AND CLEANING
‘/ROUGH OR GROOVED INTERIOR WALLS ‘/STURDY CONSTRUCTION

‘/RECESSED FLOOR ‘/NO OUTSIDE PERCHES

Please visit our Resource Center at <www.nestinginfo.org>
for additional information on nest box requirements.
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