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This annual report highlights ways 
in which the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy connects science, education, and 
conservation with people and wild-
life across the world—work that 
continues despite the challenging 
economic times that we and all 
nonprofit organizations faced this 
year. We have carefully managed 
our resources and, remarkably, 
membership in the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology actually increased 
by 8% during the past year. This is a 
testament to widespread public com-
mitment to wildlife—and recognition 
of the Cornell Lab as a trusted, effective 
organization that turns your support into real 
benefits for birds as well as for people. Thank 
you for your continued support in making our 
far-reaching work possible. 

Sincerely,

John W. Fitzpatrick
Louis Agassiz Fuertes Director

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a dynamic 
hub—a place where more than 250 scientists, 

staff, and students converge each day to pour energy, 
passion, and expertise into the study and conserva-
tion of nature. 

Here inside the Johnson Center for Birds and 
Biodiversity, people explore the intricacies of DNA, 
delve into the world’s largest archive of animal sounds 
and videos, teach hands-on research techniques to 
students, engineer new technologies to study wildlife, 
analyze hundreds of thousands of data-records from 
citizen-science participants, and create websites to 
share the beauty and scientific knowledge of birds 
with millions of people.

What matters most, though, is what we do be-
yond these walls. Our impact extends all over the 
world, into classrooms, homes, libraries—into urban 
neighborhoods and remote wilderness from Papua 
New Guinea, to Peru, to the depths of the oceans. The 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s family includes millions 
of bird watchers, 200,000 citizen-science participants, 
and 45,000 donors. We collaborate with partners and 
students of all ages, all around the world—people 
bound by love of birds and nature, and by commit-
ment to do everything possible to keep nature intact 
amidst an onslaught of environmental challenges. 

A Message from John Fitzpatrick

Above: A King Bird-of-Paradise in New 
Guinea. During courtship, the male raises 
the green “disks” of his tail above his head 
and swishes them from side to side.
Right: Ian Fein (at left) and Eric Liner record 
science in action to raise awareness of New 
Guinea’s unique birds-of-paradise.
Cover: In a New Guinea rainforest, a male 
Lesser Bird-of-Paradise courts females 
watching nearby. Seven bird-of-paradise 
species were recorded on a recent expedition 
led by Ed Scholes of the Cornell Lab’s 
Macaulay Library, and rainforest biologist/
photojournalist Tim Laman, in their ongoing 
effort to document all of New Guinea’s birds-
of-paradise. Photos by Tim Laman.
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The Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology 

advances conserva-
tion through inter-
national leadership, 
backed by science. 

Trusted by conservation 
groups, government, and in-
dustry alike, we made signifi-
cant strides in protecting birds, 
elephants, and whales using 
critical scientific data. 

Working with groups that 
are often on opposing sides 
of  environmental issues, 
we offer innovative solu-
tions that benefit people, 
our shared wildlife, and our 
environment. 

 Connect: Find common ground to protect wildlife

 Safe Passage 
The Cornell Lab 
brought together 
an unprecedented 
coalition of con-
servation groups, 
governmental agen-
cies, universities, 
and the wind energy 
industry to agree on 
and implement key 
research to mini-
mize the mortality 
of birds and bats 
from wind turbines. 
The symposium was 
sponsored by the 
Johnson Foundation 
at Wingspread.

Saving the Sierra Madre 
Sparrow  One of the world’s 
most endangered birds, the 
Sierra Madre Sparrow clings 
to existence near Mexico 
City. Working with Mexican 
government agencies, com-
munities, and landowners, the 
Cornell Lab helped create a 
plan to secure some of the 
last remaining habitat and 
to empower communities 
to manage land for natural 
resources and wildlife.

Sound Technol-
ogy With funding 
from the Leon Levy 
Foundation, Cornell 
Lab engineers are 
developing new ap-
plications to moni-
tor the nighttime 
sounds of migratory 
birds. These data 
will assist decision-
makers in siting 
wind turbines.

 International 
Cooperation for 
Golden-wings 
Cornell Lab conser-
vationists worked 
with international 
partners to reverse 
precipitous declines 
of Golden-winged 
Warblers, which 
have been extir-
pated from many 
areas because of 
habitat loss and 
hybridization with 
Blue-winged War-
blers. 

Roger Eriksson
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Conservation Impact
Percentage of U.S. bird species 

found by the State of the Birds report 
to be endangered, threatened, or of 

conservation concern

31%
Increase in funding for endangered 

and threatened species recommended 
by U.S. Senate in response to the State 

of the Birds report

$3 million
Country with the largest installed 

wind generation capacity in the world 
in 2008

United States
Number of birds and bats affected 

by existing wind turbines

Unknown
Percentage decline in Sierra Madre 
Sparrows during the last decade

80 percent
Number of hectares recommended 

for Sierra Madre Sparrow conservation

250,000–500,000
Number of sounds of endangered 

right whales detected in Massachusetts 
Bay, used to avert ship strikes in the 

past 12 months

18,311

The State of the 
Birds Produced by 
the Cornell Lab and 
partners, the 2009 
State of the Birds re-
port raised national 
awareness of the 
plight of birds and 
resulted in the U.S. 
Senate’s recommen-
dation to increase 
funding for endan-
gered birds such 
as the Akohekohe 
pictured below.

Protecting Life in 
the Seas As energy 
companies drill for 
energy beneath the 
ocean, they turn to 
the Cornell Lab to 
help them minimize 
harm to wildlife. At 
left, our acoustic 
technology monitors 
marine mammals, 
minimizing disrup-
tion and mortality 
to bowhead whales, 
beluga whales, and 
walruses in areas 
proposed for drill-
ing, and helping 
ships prevent col-
lisions with endan-
gered right whales.

Keeping Elephants Alive  
To save the lives of endangered 
forest elephants, Cornell Lab 
scientists are collaborating 
with the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society, government 
agencies in Gabon, and the 
logging industry to control 
illegal poaching in forests. 
The Cornell Lab’s acoustic 
system monitors the sounds 
of elephants and human ac-
tivity such as trespassing and 
gunshots.

"We bring the voice of conservation to discussions about how the earth's resources are to be used. More and more, com-
panies are turning to us for advice because of our commitment to biodiversity and our expertise in listening in on the 
world’s creatures—monitoring animals on land and in the seas."

—Christopher W. Clark, director, Bioacoustics Research Program
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Lifelong 
    learning. 

It happens in schoolyards 
across the country as stu-
dents investigate birds with 
the Cornell Lab’s curricula. 
In university labs, lecture 
halls, and in the field, Cor-
nell students work with our 
scientists, gaining the skills 
to become leaders in science 
and conservation. Through 
workshops and distance-
learning courses, we teach 
biologists, educators, and 
bird enthusiasts around the 
world. 

This year, we broadened 
and deepened our educa-
tional impact, connecting with 
people from all walks of life 
to increase the understanding 
and protection of nature. 

 Connect: Teach students of all ages to explore and protect nature

Exploration and Discovery  In late 
2008, three recent Cornell graduates and a 
Peruvian colleague mounted an expedition 
to a remote area of Peru, returning with 
notes on nearly 400 bird species from 43 
families, including one that may be new 
to science.

Scientists in Training  Cornell un-
dergraduate Carolyn Sedgwick examines 
a chickadee for her study investigating 
behavioral differences between male and 
female chickadees at feeders. 

New Bird Course Goes Online  Following up on the popu-
lar Home Study Course in Bird Biology, the Cornell Lab has 
launched a new online course, “Courtship and Rivalry in Birds.” 
Packed with sounds and videos, the course takes students on 
a quest to understand how birds communicate about the es-
sentials of life.

Students Cross Boundaries  The new 
Crossing Boundaries program engages 
students in using GIS and Google Earth 
to analyze biodiversity conservation is-
sues in Brazil, Mexico, Kenya, and New 
York—and to envision career possibilities.

Laura Erickson
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Education Impact
Number of high school, 

undergraduate, and graduate students 
engaged in research at the Lab in 

2008–09

99
Number of scientific papers 

authored or coauthored by Cornell Lab 
students in 2008–09

>30
Number of students in the Home 

Study Course in Bird Biology since 
1972

>15,000
Number of countries with students 

in the Home Study Course

60
Number of teachers who have 

attended the Cornell Lab’s professional 
development workshops

600

“We connect students and the public with current research and citizen science. Our goal is to transform the way people 
learn, inspiring children through adults to care about birds and the critical issues facing our environment today.”

—Nancy Trautmann, director, Education 

Building a Better Place for Birds 
Students build a nest box for the Cornell 
Lab’s “Home Tweet Home” partnership with 
Nature and PBS. Students design, install, 
and maintain nest-box trails at schools, 
sharing the fun and scientific discovery 
with 13 million television viewers.

 Connect: Teach students of all ages to explore and protect nature

Costa Rica’s BirdSleuths  Graduate student Lilly Briggs 
(below, at right) helped to translate and adapt the Cornell Lab’s 
BirdSleuth curriculum and tested it with Costa Rican students 
in 12 classrooms and outdoors.

Learning by Doing  Citizen-science 
projects generate useful data—and a recent 
analysis of 10 citizen-science projects also 
shows that they also increase participants’ 
science-related skills. The analysis was 
published by the Center for Advancement 
of Informal Science Education.

Bird Art and Science:  As part of the 
Cornell Lab’s BirdSleuth program, students 
at Tualatin Valley Junior Academy in Oregon 
created stunning portraits of birds exhibited 
at the Lab this fall. Above, Blackburnian 
Warbler painted by Kim, a 9th-grader.

Unraveling a Global Mystery  Graduate student Nathan 
Senner banded Hudsonian Godwits in Chile last winter. He 
met up with them in Canada and Alaska this June, retrieving 
data loggers that had for the first time ever traced the route 
the birds took. Support from the Faucett Family Foundation 
and Charles and Jessie Price helped make the work possible.

C
ourtesy of Lilly Briggs
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Whizzing across 
the Internet, 

thousands of reports 
from bird watchers 
pour into the Cornell 
Lab each day. 

Our interactive websites 
enable bird watchers and 
scientists to see, explore, 
and analyze these data. This 
year, hundreds of thousands 
of citizen-science partici-
pants helped Cornell Lab 
researchers connect the birds 
in their own backyards to reveal the 
larger picture of bird movements across 
the hemisphere—and to show striking 
changes through time. 

 Connect: See through the eyes of bird watchers

Neotropical Birds  The new Neotropi-
cal Birds website creates a much-needed, 
centralized resource about birds from 
Mexico to South America. The website 
gathers bird species information from 
experts and showcases images contrib-
uted by bird watchers via the Neotropical 
Birds Flickr group. Visit www.neotropical.
birds.cornell.edu.

eBird: Sweeping Views of Continent’s Birdlife  Scientists 
are analyzing millions of records from eBird  to reveal patterns 
in the continent’s birdlife. The maps below show the relative 
abundance of Eastern Phoebes in fall (left) and winter (right) 
using eBird reports, remotely-sensed habitat information, and 
variation in detection rates.

WinterFall
Legend
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Citizen Science Impact
Number of scientific papers using 

citizen-science data from 
the Cornell Lab since 1997

>60
Record-breaking number of Great 

Backyard Bird Count checklists in 2009

93,629
Number of bird nesting attempts 

reported to the Cornell Lab since 1997

96,140
Number of NestCam images sorted 

and labeled by CamClickr participants

293,865
Number of citizen-science 

participants in Cornell Lab projects

200,000
Average number of bird 

observations reported to 
eBird each month

1,000,000
Number of bird observations in the 

Avian Knowledge Network

65,717,586

“Citizen science is a multifaceted and exciting way to bring people and birds together for conservation. We collect criti-
cal data on birds—and form communities of learners intent on using their passion to discover how birds are affected by 
environmental change and what we might do about it.”

—Janis Dickinson, director, Citizen Science Connect: See through the eyes of bird watchers

BirdShare: A Wealth of Bird Photos  More than 900 people 
contributed more than 24,000 photos to Birdshare, the Cor-
nell Lab’s photo-sharing group on Flickr. Many of the images 
appear on our websites and species profiles, including on All 
About Birds. 

FeederWatchers Document Changes Through Time  Data 
from Project FeederWatch participants show that an introduced 
species, the Eurasian Collared-Dove, spread from Florida to 
British Columbia in just seven years, an unprecedented rate. 
An upcoming article in the journal Ecography examines habitat 
preferences and effects on native doves.

20092000
Photos, left to right: Cuban Tody by Carol Foil;  Eastern Phoebe by Tripp 
Davenport; Eurasian Collared-Dove by Judy Howle; Violet-bellied Hummingbird 
by Bill Lynch; Dark-eyed (“Oregon”) Junco by Burney Huff

Legend

Average 
flock size

0
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In the quest to un-
derstand nature, 

Cornell Lab scientists 
use cutting-edge 
technology to reveal 
secrets hidden in DNA, docu-
ment rare wildlife, discover 
how animals communicate, 
and understand the impact 
of human activities on our 
environment.

This year, from the forests 
of Papua New Guinea to the 
underwater world off New 
York City, they brought ex-
citing new discoveries to 
light. 

 Connect: Bridge the unknown

Expedition Yields Rare Footage of Birds-of-Paradise  On a recent New Guinea 
expedition, Macaulay Library video curator Edwin Scholes, photojournalist Tim La-
man, and the Cornell Lab’s multimedia crew captured new sounds and images of 
several spectacular birds-of-paradise. These recordings along with Scholes’s research 
will help scientists understand how these unique birds evolved.

Biodiversity through Time  Researcher Dan Rabosky and his colleagues at the 
Cornell Lab have combined math and genetic analyses to trace the way diverse 
groups such as Australian skinks, diatoms, and warblers have evolved through 
time.

Whip-poor-will Sounds by Moonlight  This year, Cornell Lab scientists developed 
sophisticated software enabling them to collect the most detailed data ever obtained 
on how Whip-poor-will activity varies in response to moonlight. The technology can 
be used to monitor Whip-poor-wills and other elusive nocturnal species. 

Documenting Behaviors of an Imperiled Species  A Cornell Lab team recorded 
rare high-definition video and surround-sound of Gunnison Sage-Grouse in Colo-
rado. Fewer than 4,000 of these birds remain. The recordings will aid researchers and 
educators in studying, protecting, and raising awareness of this imperiled species.

Recordings Unravel Bird Duets  In a Costa Rican forest, postdoctoral researcher 
Daniel Mennill used an array of microphones to record duets between Rufous-and-
white Wrens simultaneously onto separate channels of a sound file. Mennill and 
Cornell Lab scientist Sandra Vehrencamp published results deciphering the complex 
vocal interactions between male and female wrens.

Photos (from top to bottom): Dale Morris, Tim Laman, Gerrit Vyn, Michael Drummond, and Dan Rabosky
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Research Impact
Grants and contracts awarded to 

the Cornell Lab in 2008–09

$7,216,947
Number of scientific publications in 

2008–09

>130
Number of digital recordings of 

animals in the Macaulay Library archive

94,000
Records that can be analyzed using 

new information science techniques

1,200 environmental 
variables, 

50,000 locations, 
50 million observations

Hours of marine recordings 
collected in 2008–09

474,552
Number of years considered in 
biodiversity study of diatoms

40 million

"Birds have always been spectacular subjects for scientific study, but now we have the tools to explore the full breadth of 
their wondrous biology, from their underlying genomes to their amazing physiological adaptations to their most bizarre 
behaviors.”

—Irby Lovette, director, Evolutionary Biology Program Connect: Bridge the unknown

Revealing the Lives of Urban Whales  In the first ever marine acoustic study 
off the coast of New York State, Cornell Lab scientists detected a blue whale, fin 
whales, humpback whales, and right whales near New York City. This project will 
provide crucial information on the use of these very busy waters by endangered 
marine mammals so regulators can make informed decisions about the human uses 
of these areas.

Using Science to Help Save a Species  Work on the Florida Scrub-Jay com-
pleted its 40th year, with hundreds of individual jays banded and their pedigrees 
documented many generations back. Cornell Lab scientists are studying the role of 
wildfire in sustaining critical habitat, and they are investigating how disease, includ-
ing West Nile virus and encephalitis, influences the population trajectory of this 
threatened species.

Computational Sustainability  Cornell Lab scientists are helping to advance 
analyses of biodiversity data using machine learning and statistical techniques to 
discover patterns in datasets of tens of millions of bird observations. The effort is 
part of a national collaboration funded by NSF to use computational methods for 
balancing environmental, economic, and societal needs for a sustainable future.

Mercury Contamination and Birds  Many people may know that mercury levels 
are high in fish-eating birds, but mercury rains down upon forests as well. With sup-
port from the Leon Levy Foundation, Cornell Lab scientists are developing a model 
of mercury contamination in New York forests and identifying regions and birds at 
high risk, including Wood Thrushes and Red-eyed Vireos.

New Twist in Finch Disease Story  With the help of citizen-science partici-
pants, Cornell Lab scientists have studied the dynamics of House Finch eye disease 
since its emergence 15 years ago. In a new twist, they recently found that American 
Goldfinches play a role by transmitting the disease to House Finches, even when the 
goldfinches show no symptoms.

Photos (top to bottom): Daniel Fink, Laura Erickson, Christopher Wood, Timothy M. Johnson, NOAA. Right: Western Bluebird by Donald Metzner
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 Connect: Share the knowledge and wonder of birds

Beautiful and fascinating, 
birds connect people 

with nature in every part of 
the world.

Your support enables us to share the 
scientific knowledge and wonder of 
birds with millions of people. Whether 
they peruse our updated All About Birds 
website, watch our new “Inside Birding” 
video series, or hear the sounds of birds 
in our “singing books,” we hope that 
each experi-
ence leads to 
a greater under-
standing and ap-
preciation of birds 
and biodiversity. 

New Gadgets Find Birds, Explain 
Birds, Sing Like Birds  The “BirdsEye” 
Apple iPhone and iPod touch application 
uses Cornell Lab sounds, Google maps, 
and recent eBird reports to help people 
find the birds they want to see. New books 
and greeting cards open up to play bird 
sounds from the Cornell Lab’s Macaulay 
Library so you can see and hear the birds 
as you ID them. Our latest book literally 
answers your questions. BirdScope editor 
Laura Erickson wrote the Bird Watching 
Answer Book to address some of the most 

funny, intriguing, and frequently asked 
questions we have received from 

members and citizen-science 
participants via email and the 

All About Birds website.

All About Birds, a Wealth of Sights, 
Sounds, and Expertise Online  The Cor-
nell Lab’s new All About Birds website is 
packed with bird photos, sounds, video, 
and advice from our experts. Watch our 
“Inside Birding” video series. Read Round 
Robin, the Cornell Blog of Ornithology. 
Send a question to science editor Laura 
Erickson. Or browse Living Bird multime-
dia, our popular “Building Skills” section, 
and more than 500 bird species profiles.

Long-billed Curlew by Mike Baird12



Outreach Impact
Number of media articles about 

the Cornell Lab’s work in 2008–09

>1,600
Number of visitors to Sapsucker 

Woods Sanctuary in 2008

64,547
Number of requests for Celebrate 

Urban Birds kits

70,000
Percentage of Celebrate Urban 

Birds participants who are ethnically/
culturally underrepresented or 
economically disadvantaged

80%
Number of books sold in Cornell 

Lab’s Bird Songs series

>250,000
Number of IP addresses with access 

to The Birds of North America Online

15,940,000
Number of Cornell Lab web page 

views in 2008

>52 million

"Birds are nature’s most enjoyable and accessible window into how she works. Our passion at the Lab of Ornithology is 
to share this window with everyone and anyone, of whatever age or profession, who cares to stop for a moment and take 
a look."

—John Fitzpatrick, director, Cornell Lab of Ornithology Connect: Share the knowledge and wonder of birds

Reaching Communities Far and Wide  This year, we 
reached out to our local community with more bird walks, 
events, and exhibits. In our first-ever Young Birders event, we 
also brought 10 teenagers from around the country to connect 
with our researchers and staff and get a hands-on view of ca-
reers in science, conservation, and education. Our Celebrate 
Urban Birds program connected with communities around the 
nation through mini-grants, enabling them to offer meaning-
ful activities to youth groups, rehabilitation groups, seniors, 
and others. Our staff and scientists collaborated with Maya 
Lin, creator of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, on her new 
sculpture, “What is Missing?” The sculpture features sounds 
and video of endangered animals from the Macaulay Library 
to raise awareness of the extinction crisis and opportunities for 
habitat conservation. The sculpture, unveiled at the California 
Academy of Sciences, is the first installment in a series that 
will reach people around the globe.

At left (clockwise from top), International Migratory Bird Day; bird 
art by participants in Celebrate Urban Birds; 2009 Young Birders 
event; Maya Lin's sculpture, "What is Missing?"

Cornell Lab Buzz  The Cornell Lab’s work for birds and 
biodiversity was covered by thousands of articles, radio shows, 
television stations, and websites worldwide this year. Our sci-
entists are always willing to give their voice on behalf of wild-
life, helping to raise awareness among the general public about 
the most pressing conservation issues—as well as the thrill of 
scientific discovery and exploration of nature.

At left, Bob Simon from CBS’s “60 Minutes” interviews researcher Mya 
Thompson about the Cornell Lab’s Elephant Listening Project. 

Photo credits: Top collage (clockwise from top), Susan Spear; bird art courtesy 
of Celebrate Urban Birds; Ellen Shershow Peña; Tim Lenz. Bottom left photo, 
Diane Tessaglia-Hymes. Bottom right photo, Lewis’s Woodpecker by Pam Koch.
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Despite the challenging times in our country, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s mem-
bership prospered and grew over the past year. When faced with the worst financial 

crisis of our times, you reaffirmed your connections with us—your love for birds, your 
commitment to science, and your belief in education. On behalf of all of my colleagues, 
thank you for being a special supporter of a unique and important organization.

Since my arrival last year, we have tried many ways of connecting with you. We 
have held small and large events across the country, spoken with donors on a daily basis, 
and created new surveys to learn the hopes and interests of our newest members. (We 
will be launching membership surveys soon as well—please watch for them by email or 
postal mail.) 

We also launched a monthly member eNewsletter this year, and provided new on-
line donation forms. If you haven’t been receiving Cornell Lab eNews with bird song 
recordings, videos, and program updates, you can subscribe for free simply by entering 
your email address in the box on our home page at www.birds.cornell.edu. As always, 
we also listen to and respond to thousands of members who contact us by sending email 
to cornellbirds@cornell.edu. 

Recently we launched a new Golden-wing Society for donors and a new travel pro-
gram to respond to your requests for more engagement and birding opportunities. Your 
support allows the Cornell Lab to flourish—thank you.

Sincerely,

Sean Scanlon
Senior Director, Development and Philanthropy
(607) 254-1105; sbs259@cornell.edu

The Cornell Lab Connects with Members

Estate Planning: 
A Lasting Legacy

It’s easy to include the Lab of Ornithology 
in your estate plans, especially through 
a bequest or life income agreement. To 
make a bequest through your will, sim-
ply include the following language: “I 
give and bequeath the sum of $  _    (or   
__    % of my residuary estate) to Cornell 
University for the Lab of Ornithology to 
be used in support of its charitable pur-
poses.” Doing so can perpetuate your 
interest in birds and support of the Lab 
forever.

 We would be honored to talk with you 
about these important issues, enabling 
you to fulfill your commitments to your 
family, bird study, and conservation. To 
learn more about estate planning op-
portunities to benefit you and the Lab 
of Ornithology, please call Scott Sut- 
cliffe at 607-254-2424 or Sean Scanlon 
at 607-254-1105. The Lab is pleased to 
acknowledge such friends as members 
of the Sapsucker Woods Society (see list 
on page 21).

14
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Ellen Shershow Peña

“I support the Cornell Lab because I can see the results: More people 
connecting with science and nature, whether through citizen-science 
involvement, curricula for children, or emotionally powerful art ex-
hibits, such as the recent collaboration with Maya Lin to raise the 
awareness of extinction and opportunities for conservation.”

—Joan Brenchley-Jackson, Cornell Lab member

From left to right, Lab 
member Joan Brenchley-
Jackson, artist Maya Lin, 
and Lab director John 
Fitzpatrick sitting at the 
edge of Lin’s sculpture, 
“What is Missing?” after its 
unveiling at the California 
Academy of Sciences . 
Behind them, in the tip of 
the cone, sounds and video 
of endangered wildlife from 
the Lab’s Macaulay Library 
play out. As the sounds 
reverberate and distort 
along the passageway, they  
evoke the dimming hopes 
for endangered species 
as well as the fact that 
they’re not yet entirely 
out of our reach.
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Administrative board, program directors, and faculty

Edward W. Rose (Chairman);  
President and Owner, Cardinal Investment Company 

Ellen G. Adelson, Social Worker in private practice (Cornell '58)
Philip H. Bartels, Partner, Holland, Kaufmann & Bartels, LLC 

(Cornell '71)
Robert B. Berry, Retired CEO, U.S. Liability Insurance Companies
Scott V. Edwards, Professor, Organismic and Evolutionary Biology,  

Harvard University
William T. Ellison, CEO and Chief Scientist, Marine Acoustics, Inc.
Victor L. Emanuel, Director, Victor Emanuel Nature Tours
Russell B. Faucett, General Partner, Barrington Partners
John H. Foote, Co-founder, TransCore (Cornell '74)
Alan J. Friedman, Ph.D, Consultant, Museum Development and  

Science Communication
H. Laurance Fuller, Retired Co-chairman, BP Amoco p.l.c.  (Cornell '61)
Ronald R. Hoy* (Ex-officio); Professor, Neurobiology and Behavior,  

Cornell University
Imogene P. Johnson, Civic Leader, Conservationist,  

S. C. Johnson Company (Cornell '52)
Eric J. Jolly, President, Science Museums of Minnesota
Austin H. Kiplinger, Chairman, Kiplinger Washington Editors 

(Cornell '39)
Kathryn M. Kiplinger, Co-head, U.S. Corporate Banking, Scotia Capital 

(The Bank of Nova Scotia) (Cornell '77)

Cornell Lab of Ornithology Administrative Board Program Directors and Faculty 
John Fitzpatrick*, Louis Agassiz Fuertes Director and Professor of 

 Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Rick Bonney, Director, Program Development and Evaluation
John Bowman, Director, Multimedia
Miyoko Chu, Director, Communications
Christopher Clark*, Imogene Powers Johnson Director, Bioacoustics 

Research Program, and Senior Scientist, Neurobiology and Behavior
André Dhondt*, Director, Bird Population Studies, and Edwin H.  

Morgens Professor of Ornithology, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Janis Dickinson*, Arthur A. Allen Director of Citizen Science and  

Associate Professor, Natural Resources
Mary Guthrie, Director, Marketing
Steve Kelling, Director, Information Science
Walter Koenig*, Senior Scientist, Bird Population Studies and  

Neurobiology and Behavior
Irby Lovette*, Director, Fuller Evolutionary Biology Program and  

Associate Professor, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Ken Rosenberg, Director, Conservation Science
Nancy Trautmann, Director, Education
Sean Scanlon, Senior Director, Development and Philanthropy
Scott Sutcliffe, Director of Individual Giving
Sandra Vehrencamp*, Professor, Neurobiology and Behavior
Michael Webster*, Director, Macaulay Library and Robert G. Engel 

Professor of Ornithology, Neurobiology and Behavior
* Cornell University Faculty

David S. Litman, Consumer Club, Inc. (Cornell BA '79, JD '82)
Linda R. Macaulay, Cornell Lab of Ornithology Research Associate, 

Birdsong Recordist
Claudia Madrazo de Hernández, Founder and Director,  

La Vaca Independiente
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Roseate Spoonbill by Marianne DiAntonio
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Endowing the Future of 
Science and Conservation

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology provides inspir-
ing leadership in science, education, conserva-
tion, and outreach.  In 2008–09, our programs had 
tremendous impact on birders, students, schools, 
and communities across the hemisphere. 

The Lab’s capital campaign, part of Cornell’s “Far 
Above…The Campaign for Cornell,” is designed 
to ensure the long-term stability of the Cornell 
Lab’s operations. Campaign priorities have grown 
organically from the programs that you value as 
members, including citizen science, conserva-
tion, education at all levels, research, and technol-
ogy.   Despite a difficult fund-raising environment, 
the Lab continues to move forward in meeting 
its $100 million goal.  To date, the Lab has raised 
more than $33 million in gifts and commitments.

There are special gift opportunities at all levels for 
the Lab’s campaign.  All gifts, large or small, help 
the Lab meet its mission.  For more information, 
please contact Sean Scanlon at 607-254-1105 or 
scanlon@cornell.edu, or Scott Sutcliffe at 607-254-
2424 or sutcliffe@cornell.edu.
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Fiscal Growth 2002 through 2009

Financial report (through June 30, 2009)

Grants and Contracts
$7,216,947 

Membership and Gifts
$5,916,820

Program Income
$3,709,050

Invested Funds Income
$1,966,437

Other
$832,845

Total Revenue = $19,642,099

30%

37%

10%

19%

4%

Program
$16,612,646

Development
$1,363,021

Administration
$1,944,365

Total Expenditures = $19,920,032

9.8%

6.8%

83.4%

FY09 Revenues (through June 30, 2009)

FY09 Expenditures

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is proud of its careful stewardship of re-
sources over the past year. The Lab’s revenue and expenses have grown 

consistently during the past seven years as programs have begun to mature and 
have a greater impact in the world. Even in a difficult fiscal year, the Lab was 
thankful to have a broad and generous base of financial support from members 
through annual, capital, and planned giving, while continuing to keep adminis-
trative and fundraising expenses low. Thank you for trusting us with your gifts. 
We will continue to work hard so that these gifts result in positive impacts for 
birds and biodiversity.
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