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2015  ANNUAL REPORT
IN OUR CENTENNIAL YEAR, THE CORNELL LAB OF ORNITHOLOGY IMPROVED  

THE WORLD’S UNDERSTANDING AND OUTLOOK FOR BIRDS AND BIODIVERSITY— 

THANKS LARGELY TO THE DEEP COMMITMENT AND GENEROSITY FROM  YOU, OUR MEMBERS.

In August 2014, fine artist (and former Bartels Science Illustration Intern) Jane 
Kim began work on a massive mural across 3,000 square feet of wall space at the 

Imogene Powers Johnson Center for Birds and Biodiversity. The mural depicts 
the history of avian evolution across 375 million years, featuring one representa-

tive bird from every family in the world (pictured here, the Saddle-billed Stork 
of the Ciconiidae family). The mural is titled “From So Simple a Beginning” after 

Charles Darwin’s famous quote about evolution and biodiversity. 
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“our promise, and our obligation, is to be of service to the field of ornithology around the whole world.” 
—director John W. Fitzpatrick, speaking at the International Ornithological Congress in Tokyo, Japan, in August 2014 A SAMPLING OF ENDOWMENT FUND RESEARCH FROM 2015

SCIENCE

THE COTINGA TREE OF LIFE
Cotingas are a tropical family of the 
brightest, loudest, oddest-looking, 
and least-understood birds on the 
planet. Findings by Cornell gradu-
ate student Jacob Berv and col-
leagues, published in October 2014,  
show that all 60+ species of this 
amazingly diverse family evolved 
from a common ancestor. No previ-
ous attempts to study the evolution-
ary history of Cotingas included 
genetic samples from nearly all of 
the existing species.

THE INVISIBLE HAND OF  
BOREAL BIRD IRRUPTIONS
Cornell Lab researcher Walt 
Koenig and colleagues discovered 
how rainfall and temperature pat-
terns are driving cycles in conifer 
tree seed production that trigger 
massive irruptions of Pine Siskins. 
Their findings, published in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, relied on a treasure trove 
of siskin sightings from Project 
FeederWatch dating back to 1989.

BIRDERS ARE THE BEST 
Social scientists from the Cornell 
Lab released research in March 
2015 that showed birders are tops 
among outdoor recreationists for 
engaging in conservation activities. 
The survey showed birders were 
five times more likely than non-
recreationists to enhance land for 
wildlife, advocate for wildlife, and 
donate to conservation groups. 
Birding was the best possible pre-
dictor of conservation engagement, 
outperforming education, political 
ideology, and participation in other 
wildlife recreation activities. 

MAPPING AN EPIDEMIC
“From a bacteria’s perspective, there 
isn’t much difference between a 
human being and a House Finch,” 
says Wesley Hochachka. That is 
why the National Institutes of 
Health has helped fund research 
by André Dhondt and Hochachka, 
both scientists in Bird Population 
Studies, into the spread of an eye 
disease in House Finches. The study 
started with Project FeederWatch 
data and has broadened to examine 
how genetic changes in the bacterial 
pathogen are affecting the severity 
of disease and the bacteria’s ability 
to move from one host to the next. 
The findings could help predict the 
evolution and spread of emerging 
diseases in humans. 

Samuel C. Johnson Fellowship in 
Biodiversity and the Halberstadt  
Graduate Fellowship
Investigating Birds and Climate Change  
in the Himalayas

Ph.D. candidate Sahas Barve spent the spring 
and summer in his native India studying the 
shifting distributions of Green-backed and 
Cinereous tits along an elevational gradient 
of  3,000 to 13,000 feet. The Himalayas are 
warming three times faster than other areas 
on Earth, which could spur Cinereous Tits to 
move up the mountains. On the other hand, 
Green-backed Tits may have an advantage at better utilizing oxygen in the thin 
air at higher elevations. Barve’s study is one of the first to examine how physiol-
ogy may affect elevational movements of bird species in response to changes in 
climate and habitat.

Athena Fund for Graduate Research
Advancing Golden-winged Warbler Conservation

Golden-winged Warblers have suffered one 
of the steepest declines of any Neotropical 
migratory songbird. Millions of dollars have 
been invested in conserving their habitat in 
the United States, but little is known about 
their wintering habitat where they spend six months each year. Last year 
Cornell graduate student Ruth Bennett (at right) launched a project in Central 
America to study the different habitat needs of male and female golden-wings. 
Bennett’s work could help the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to better execute 
conservation projects across the full life cycle of this at-risk species.

Ivy Expeditions Fund
Studying Superb Songsters of the Outback

Australia’s Superb Lyrebird is famous for the male’s 
ability to mimic almost any sound, from the songs of 
other birds to chainsaws, cameras, and car alarms. Three 
Cornell undergraduates—Taylor Heaton, Sarah Dzielski 
(at left), and James Purcell—traveled to Blue Mountains 
National Park this summer to work with Cornell Lab 
postdoctoral associate Anastasia Dalziel. The students 
studied how and why male lyrebirds mimic alarm calls 
of other species during courtship. As a bonus, the trio 
returned with an extensive set of lyrebird audio and video 
recordings to add to the Cornell Lab’s Macaulay Library.

STUDY REVEALS A KEY  
LINK FOR SAVING A SPECIES
Director John Fitzpatrick’s continu-
ation of a 45-year study of endan-
gered Florida Scrub-Jays identified 
a measure for habitat size that is 
key to their recovery. Fitzpatrick 
and colleagues demonstrated that 
families with larger territories were 
able to raise nestlings with higher 
survival rates to fledging.

SCIENCE AT  
THE NEST
The new textbook 
Nests, Eggs, & 
Incubation pub-
lished by Oxford 
University Press 
includes a chapter from NestWatch 
about the role of citizen science in 
studying avian reproduction. The 
chapter draws on NestWatch’s rich 
50-year history and looks ahead to 
future citizen-science imperatives.

HUMMINGBIRD HOPSCOTCH
Hummingbirds play migratory 
hopscotch—jumping from one 
high-quality food site to the next, 
instead of following a fixed route. 
Cornell Lab scientist Frank La 
Sorte analyzed data from more than 
300,000 eBird checklists to produce 
maps of the year-to-year variation 
in migratory routes for five hummingbird species. Because they have the flexibility 
to adapt to annual changes in the availability of nectar, they may be well suited for 
adaptation if climate change alters the timing of flowering plants in the future.

RESEARCH ENDOWMENTS: 
Sustainable funding for future generations of scientists
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JOHN FITZPATRICK SPOTS A FLORIDA 
SCRUB-JAY; PHOTO BY DUSTIN ANGELL

PHOTO BY DONNA McCOWN/GBBC

CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD MIGRATIONS FROM 
EBIRD DATA 2008-2013; PHOTO BY JERRY TING

PHOTO BY SHAILEE SHAH

COURTESY RUTH BENNET

PHOTO BY  
JAMES PURCELL

IMAGE BY JACOB BERV
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“merlin unlocked birding for me. it turned out to be the bridge i needed...between field and field guide. ”
—Cara Byington, writer for The Nature Conservancy’s Cool Green Science blog (and novice birder) 

TECHNOLOGY

A GAME-CHANGER FOR CONSERVATION
In May the American Bird Conservancy presented eBird with the 
Leon Levy Award for Innovation in Bird Conservation. “eBird is 
a game changer,” said ABC president George Fenwick. eBird data 
have informed conservation actions to stop wind farm planning 
in Tennessee that posed risks to eagles, pass a law in Florida that 
prohibits drones in state parks (due to disturbance to breeding birds), 
and identify priority areas for protection in Ecuador. This year a new 
eBird mobile app will put eBird reporting into the hands of millions 
more birders worldwide, including those in India and China, where 
many people access the Internet primarily through mobile devices.

EBIRD/MACAULAY LIBRARY: HISTORIC COLLABORATION
Over the past 80 years, the Macaulay Library has grown into the 
world’s largest archive of natural sounds. Now the Macaulay Library 
is entering a new era with online tools that enable people everywhere 
to contribute media recordings as part of their eBird checklist. “We 
want to create a 21st-century digital natural history archive,” says 
Macaulay Library program manager Jessie Barry. “Now anyone can 
use their smartphone to take a photo and record some audio of, say, 
a flying V of Sandhill Cranes and their rattling calls overhead. Then 
they can catalogue it in our archives, and in the 22nd century their 
great-grandchildren will be able to see and hear those same cranes 
via the Macaulay Library.” The new tools are in beta testing and will 
be ready to accept multimedia submissions from the public soon.

COMPUTER VISION FOR BIRD ID
The Cornell Lab’s free Merlin® Bird ID smartphone app, released  
last year, has helped more than 625,000 people identify birds so far.  
This year the Merlin development team—in collaboration with 
researchers at Cornell Tech and Caltech—debuted a web engine that 
turns digital cameras into bird ID tools. Users just log on to  
AllAboutBirds.org/photoID, upload their own snapshots, and click 
on the bill, eye, and tail. Merlin looks at the pixels and uses powerful 
artificial intelligence techniques to suggest a list of possible IDs for 
the bird in the photo. “Computers can process images much more ef-
ficiently than humans. They can organize, index, and match vast con-
stellations of visual information,” says collaborator and CornellTech 
computer scientist Serge Belongie. After the photo ID tool graduates 
from beta testing, it will be added to the Merlin Bird ID app.BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER BY CHRISTOPHER L. WOOD

ISTOCK.COM/SANDHILL CRANES BY FRANK LEUNG

THE NEW eBIRD MOBILE APP COMES IN MANY LANGUAGES.

“with the complex challenges facing our planet, never have we needed science more.” 
—Cornell Lab Conservation Science Director Amanda Rodewald, in an op-ed published by The Hill newspaper in March 2015

IMPACT

WAKING THE GIANT IN  
BIRD CONSERVATION
Land trusts are a sleeping giant 
in bird conservation. More than 
1,700 land trusts and other private 
groups manage a vast network of 24 
million acres that’s nearly as large 
as the entire National Park Service 
system in the Lower 48 states. But 
for many local trusts, their expertise 
lies in land acquisition and ease-
ments—not habitat management. 
According to a Cornell Lab survey, 
more than half of land trusts say 
that bird conservation factors into 
their land purchase decisons, yet 
only 11 percent of land trusts have 
identified bird species of conserva-
tion concern on their lands. In 2015 
the Cornell Lab launched a Land 
Trust Initiative for strategic bird 
conservation on protected private 
lands. Pilot projects in Upstate New 
York empowered the Indian River 
Lakes Conservancy and Thousand 
Islands Land Trust to launch resto-
ration work in critical habitats for 
Golden-winged Warblers. In future 
collaborations the Cornell Lab will 
offer a suite of planning resources, 
technical advice, and capacity-
building support tools that cater to 
land trusts and the more than 100 
birds species with breeding distri-
butions primarily on private lands. 

CONSERVATION STORYTELLING THAT OPENS EYES
In May, 1.2 million Americans tuned in to watch “The Sagebrush Sea,” a prime-
time TV documentary aired on the PBS program Nature and produced by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. The film—a product of an intensive 20-month 
filming effort in Wyoming—documented a year in the life of the Greater Sage-
Grouse and the sagebrush steppe ecosystem as a way of introducing the public to 
the incredible biodiversity in an area often referred to as “The Big Empty.” After 
the TV show, the Cornell Lab partnered with Audubon and The Nature Conser-
vancy to take the film directly to influential audiences, with special screenings in 
Wyoming, Colorado, Nevada, Idaho, and Montana, and a science museum movie 
tour in Denver, Boise, and Salt Lake City. In August, film producers were invited 
to show the film at the White House.“Until now ‘sage-grouse’ has always been 
the name of a problem,” said a staff member of the Council on Environmental 
Quality. “Now I know they are much more than that. Thank you.”

SCIGIRLS STUDY BIRDS IN THE CITY
The Cornell Lab’s Public Engagement in Science Program was a consultant on 
the third season of PBS’s SciGirls, a children’s show aimed at energizing young 
girls for learning and careers in science. “SciGirls is fortunate to have power-
ful partners advising us about citizen science, including the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology, NASA, and SciStarter,” said SciGirls 
executive producer Richard Hudson. In one 

episode, the SciGirls explored the Cornell Lab’s 
Celebrate Urban Birds program in Denver. 
The girls learned how their citizen-science 
observations play an important role in 
helping scientists understand birds in urban 
environments. Since the series’ launch in 

2010, SciGirls episodes have tallied more 
than 25 million viewer impressions.

COURTESY SARA BARKER

GREATER SAGE-GROUSE BY GERRIT VYN

©2015 SCIGIRLS/TWIN CITIES PUBLIC TELEVISION

an ocean of biodiversity, living in a cold desert

THE SAGEBRUSH SEA
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DONORS
DISCOVER CAMPAIGN
Thank you to our generous  
Campaign donors from  
FY11-15!

$1,000,000 and up
Dr. Steve Adelson and  

Mrs. Ellen G. Adelson
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Berry
Ian and Annette Cumming
Mr. and Mrs. V. Richard Eales
Estate of Linda F. and Samuel Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Faucett
Mr. John Foote and  

Ms. Kristen Rupert
Mr. and Mrs. H. Laurance Fuller
Mrs. Imogene P. Johnson
Kenneth L. Harder Trust
Leon Levy Foundation
Linda and William Macaulay
Claudia Madrazo de Hernandez
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Morgens
H. Charles and Jessie Price
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Rose III
Estate of Robert F. Schumann
Mrs. Jennifer P. Speers
The Bobolink Foundation
Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation

$500,000 to $999,999
Estate of Margaret R. Barton
Mrs. Louisa Copeland Duemling
Nicky and Frederick Falck
Estate of Richard and Janey Schnoor
The Noyce Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Williams

$250,000 to $499,999
Estate of Helga N. Alten
Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Bartels
Dr. Joan Brenchley-Jackson
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation
Kathryn and Herman Kiplinger
Elizabeth and Jean Rowley
Scott and Julia M. Schnuck
Robert F. Schumann
Ms. Marybeth Sollins
Estate of Shirley A. Victor

$100,000 to $249,999
Estate of Marjorie L. Barrows
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Carpenter
Elisabeth C. Dudley
Ms. Mary Pick Hines
Ms. Marguerite Hoffman
Mr. Jason S. Kats
Mr. Austin H. Kiplinger
Ms. Mary Ann Mahoney
James and Sally Morgens
Estate of Marjorie Pitts
Sarah K. de Coizart TENTH Perpetual 

Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Schaenen, Jr.
Drs. Sheldon and Lucia Severinghaus

Estate of Stephen Stackpole
Estate of Pamela J. Story
The Joseph & Felicia Weber Family
Mr. L. Christopher Wright

$50,000 to $99,999
James and Susannah Adelson
Mr. John Alexander and  

Mrs. Emily Fisher
Anonymous
Mr. Rex J. Bates
Mr. and Mrs. Judson M. Dayton
Mr. Earl Doolin and  

Mrs. Barbara Doolin
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Ellis III
Estate of Helen C. Bell
Ms. Meryl A. Faulkner
Estate of Elizabeth E. Fay
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas  

Richard Halberstadt
Ms. Tracy E. Holmes
Kiplinger Foundation
Ms. Ronni Lacroute
Estate of Anita Mills
James and Rebecca Morgan
Mr. Thomas F. Murphy & Family
Ms. Judith S. Renshaw
Robert G. and Jane V.  

Engel Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest R. Shortridge
Irwin and Melinda Simon
The Seeley Foundation
Estate of Madelon G. Wehner

LEGACY GIFTS
Mrs. Karen F. Beall
Mrs. Janet Blam
Sandra and Jeff Bricker
Ms. Michele Burlew and  

Mr. John Bauhs
Ms. Eleanor R. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Carpenter
Corry Clinton and Dave Clinton
Ms. Cornelia Daley and  

Mr. Phil Cowan
Ms Marcia R. Exter
Dr. Millicent S. Ficken
Mr. Robert Garbacz
James and Catherine Gero
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley R. Grainger
Ken and Jean Haas
James and Marilyn Hampton
Duncan and Adrienne Hartley
Tom and Patsy Inglet
Patricia Larson and Peter Saunders
Ms. Ann M. Mayer
Marcia and Thomas Morton
Mr. Gary l. Newkirk
Mr. Robert T. Patterson
James and Valorie Ramakka
Mr. Jack R. Rhein
Roger and Betty Robb
Mr. and Mrs. Vern Smiley
Dr. Sonja Sorbo
Mr. Robert Swift
Mrs. Mary Van Vleck

FY15 DONORS
Recognizing all gifts from  
donors in fiscal year 2015

$1,000,000 and up
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Berry
Mr. and Mrs. H. Laurance Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Rose III

$500,000 to $999,999
Ian and Annette Cumming
Cumming Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Faucett
The Noyce Foundation
Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
Dr. Steve Adelson and  

Mrs. Ellen G. Adelson
Adelson Family Foundation
Mrs. Louisa Copeland Duemling
Nicky and Frederick Falck
Mrs. Imogene P. Johnson
Estate of Samuel Kramer
Wendy and Hank Paulson
H. Charles and Jessie Price
The Bobolink Foundation

$100,000 to $249,000
Mr. John Foote and Ms. Kristen Rupert
Elizabeth and Jean Rowley
Estate of Robert F. Schumann
Drs. Sheldon and Lucia Severinghaus
Estate of Stephen Stackpole
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Williams

$25,000 to $99,999
Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Bartels
Ms. Ann S. Bowers
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Carpenter
Dallas Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Davison
Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund
Mr. Earl Doolin and  

Mrs. Barbara Doolin
Doolin Foundation for Biodiversity
Elisabeth C. Dudley
Mr. and Mrs. V. Richard Eales
George and Deirdre Glober
Ms. Mary Pick Hines
Ms. Tracy E. Holmes
Mr. Austin H. Kiplinger
Kathryn and Herman Kiplinger
Linda and William Macaulay
Estate of Anita Mills
James and Sally Morgens
Morgens West Foundaton
Mr. Thomas F. Murphy and Family
Mrs. Ruth Rollins
Sarah K. de Coizart TENTH Perpetual 

Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Schaenen, Jr.
Estate of Richard and Janey Schnoor
Mrs. Julia M. Schnuck
Ivy Expeditions Fund
Ivy Fellowship Fund
Ms. Marybeth Sollins

Mrs. Jennifer P. Speers
The Louise H. and David S. Ingalls 

Foundation, Inc.
Joseph and Felicia Weber Family 
Wildwood Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Dr. and Mrs. David Adelson
James and Susannah Adelson
Dr. and Mrs. Philip D. Aines
Estate of Helga N. Alten
Andrew Sabin Family Foundation
Mr. Rex J. Bates
Samuel and Diane Bodman
C.A.N. Foundation
Mr. Ronald L. Clendenen
Mr. and Mrs. Judson M. Dayton
Duemling Charitable Lead Trust
Philip J. Edmundson
Ms. Norma Edsall
Dr. Bruce A. Eissner and  

Mrs. Judith P. Eissner
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Ellis III
Ms. Meryl A. Faulkner
James and Catherine Gero
Mr. Chris J. K. Goodwin
Paul and Eileen Growald
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Richard  

Halberstadt
Ms. Marguerite Hoffman
Mrs. Muriel K. Horacek
Kathryn and John Jacobus
Mr. H. Fisk Johnson
Ms. Margaret H. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. David Junkin
Mr. Jason S. Kats
Ms. Mary Ann Mahoney
March Conservation Fund
Mr. Peter Maslowski
Mr. and Mrs. David P. McNicholas
Mrs. Sharon Merwin
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. Miller
James and Rebecca Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Morgens
Lauren Morgens and  

Matthew J. Sarver
Mr. Roy H. Park Jr.
Mr. Robert T. Patterson
Inge and Uwe Reichenbach
Ms. Judith S. Renshaw
Mr. Ivan Samuels
Irwin and Melinda Simon
Mrs. Carol U. Sisler
Ms. Joanna Sturm
The Merwin Foundation
The Seeley Foundation
The Stewart Charitable Fund
Suzanne Thweatt
Triad Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Stephen A. Wald
Dr. Elizabeth Weinshel
Mr. Michael Williams and  

Ms. Sally Russ
Mr. L. Christopher Wright

$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. J. Dinsmore Adams, Jr.
Mr. Ferris Akel III
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Alexander
Anonymous
Dr. Kathleen E. Ball
Barry K. Schwartz Family Fnd
Mr. James Branegan and  

Dr. Stefania Pittaluga
Mr. Garth Bray
Mr. Bart Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Buschmann
Ms. Dixie G. Camp
Dr. David Carpenter
Mrs. Dorothy Carpenter
Dr. Anne Casella
Mr. Robert Cavender
Ms. Gina Charles
Dr. Charles T. Collins
Ms. Alice R. Corbin
Robert and Vanne Cowie
Ms. Laurie Dann
Mr. Edward N. Dayton
Mrs. Virginia DeBenedictis
Mrs. Aurelie Drexler
El Deseo Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Elcock
Mr. Joseph Ellis and Mrs. Barbara Ellis
Mrs. Jane V. Engel
Neal and Ronna Erickson
Estate of Brenda V. Harrison
Ms. Susan K. Feagin
Ms. Betty A. Feingold
Ms. Tricia Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Fleming
Fleming Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Goelet
Ms. Adelaide P. Gomer
Ms. Elizabeth P. Gordon
Ms. Julia A. Gregory
Ms. Brenda V. Harrison
Dr. Adadot Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott D. Hillback
Mr. Alan R. Johnston
Ms. Ronni Lacroute
Dr. William T. Leeburg
Dr. Carol Letendre
Estate of Bertha A. Lewis
Mr. R. James Macaleer
Mrs. Frances Magee
Meta Alice Keith Bratten Foundation
Dr. William Michener and  

Mrs. Barbara Kimbell
William and Mary Sue Morrill
Marcia and Thomas Morton
Ms. Sandra J. Moss
Ms. Mary Mundinger
Ms. Nancy Neal
Ms. Susan Permut
Mr. John B. Quinn
Mrs. Sally Quinn
Robert G. and Jane V. Engel  

Foundation
Peter and Christine Schluter
Patricia and Richard Schramm

Mrs. Beth Ann Segal
Mr. Bailey Smith
Ms. Shirley Sontheimer
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth T. Steadman
Mrs. Livia Stone
John and Bonnie Strand
The Christopher Reynolds  

Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Lewis E. Topper
Mrs. Mary Clare Ward
White Pine Fund
Yavanna Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999
Mr. Michael Abbene and  

Ms. Patricia Abbene
Mr. Joseph Acosta
Mr. William Acton
Ms. Martha L. Adams
Adelphic Cornell Educational Fund
Ms. Rebecca A. Aker
Ms. Oona Aldrich
Camille and Eleanor Allen and Family
American Endowment Foundation
Ms. Sarah Ames
Mrs. Maureen Anderson
Mr. William R. Anderson
Mrs. Ruth L. Anderson
Dr. Mary Alice Anderson
Estate of Elwin F. Anderson
Ms. Kendra Armer and Chris Dorger
Ms. Nancy Arnold
Dr. and Mrs. John Aronian
Mr. Gerhard Assenmacher
Mrs. Diana Atwood Johnson
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
Ms. Wilhemina Austin
Mr. James H. Averill, Jr.
Ms. Catherine Aves
Ms. Susan Baisley
Ms. Judith M. Bajoris
Mr. Robert S. Baker
Mr. James A. Baker IV
Dr. Jeffrey Baldani and  

Ms. Ulla Grapard

Dr. Kathleen E. Ball
Ms. Alice-Ann Bandoni
Ms. Robin Barker  

and Mr. David Tempero
Ms. Sallie Barnes
Ms. Pamela Borthwick Bass
Mr. John J. Bauer
Ms. Patricia Bauman
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Baumgartner
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Baurmeister
Mrs. Meridith R. Beck
Ms. Nichole Becker
Cliff and Susan Beittel
Mr. Kevin Bell
William and Nancy Bellamy
Mr. Glenn Berger
Ms. Lynn Bergmeyer
Ms. Joan M. Birchenall
Mr. William Birkholz
Dr. Grace L. Blair
Mrs. Constance Blau
Mr. John Bloomfield
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Boardman
Mrs. Susan Boland
Ms. Rose Bonamusa
Ms. Holly Boone
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Booth, Jr.
Mr. Matthew T. Born
Ms. Jean C. Bottcher
Dr. Susan C. Bourque
Mr. Stanley Bowden
Mr. Edward A. Boyno
Mr. Jim A. Brady
Ms Tracy Brandenburg
Dr. Robert L. Brandt Jr.
Ms. Maureen Breakiron-Evans
Sandra and Jeff Bricker
Mr. John M. Bridgeland
Mr. Rodney Briggs
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
David and Carolyn Brittenham
Mr. Brian J. Broderick
Mr. Craig Brodock
Ms. Cori A. Brown
Ms. Percy Browning

Mr. Jack Brubaker
Kenneth and Karen Buchi
Ms. Sylvia L. Buczek
Ms. Amanda Burden
Ms. Susan Burkhardt
Mr. William D. Burrows
Ms. Colette A. Burrus
C.H. Stuart Foundation
Ms. Kathryn E. Cade
Dr. Tom Cade
Mrs. Jean M. Callihan
Tom and Ann Campbell
Ms. Eleanor R. Campbell
Mrs. Sharon Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Caputo
Mrs. Mary L. Carlsen
Dudley and Curtis Carlson
Peggy and Skip Carney
Ms. Virginia H. Carter
James and Glenda Cartwright
Peter and Ann Case
Elliot and Karin Cattarulla
Ms. Vija Celmins
Ms. Patience Chamberlin
Mr. John M. Chambers
Dr. Jodi A. Chambers
Mr. Wallace Champeny
Mr. Henry T. Chandler
George L. Chapman
Ms. Eileen Chase
Dr. and Mrs. James Cherry
Ms. Jean Ratty Chidley
Mr. Whiting Chisman
Mrs. Priscilla Clark
Mr. Jack G. Clarke
Dr. J.A. Clayman
Ms. Christina Clayton and  

Mr. Stanley Kolber
John and Chris Clement
Dr. Clare Close
Mr. Alan Cody
Mr. James Cohen and  

Ms. Barbara Carey
Ms. Cindy Cole
Mr. John J. Coleman III

Karen and Gregory Collins
Mrs. Ann A. Corscaden
Dr. Jill B. Costa
Mrs. Jean Coverdill
Ms. Anne D. Cowie
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Cox
Ms. Agnes D. Cralley
Mr. Edward E. Crawford
Ms. Lynn Cross
Edward and Susan Crowell
Ms. Diane Culbert
Ms. Donna Cunningham
Rhoda and Peter Curtiss
Mrs. Joan S. Cushman
Mrs. Lydia H. Dane
Mr. David Davenport and  

Ms. Marion Davenport
Mrs. Stuart Davidson
Ms. Martha R. Davis
Ms. Liora Davis
Mr. Dorian Davis
Ms. Ann Day
Mr. Vernon D. Dayhoff
Mrs. Lynn Dayton
Alexandra Dees
Mr. Robert DeLine
Ms. Anne C. Dement
Ms. Tania DePue
Mr. John DeWees
Mrs. Susan Dierker
Mr. Charles M. Dilla
Dr. Nancy A. DiMartino, M.D.
Ms. Lynn Dixon
Mr. Todd Dixon
Sherry and John Douceur
Mr. Gordon Douglas
Ms. Mary L. Dresser
Mr. John W. Drew
Ms. Clover M. Drinkwater
David and Susan Drown
Lauren Dudley
Ms. Ann Duey
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Dugan
Mr. Frederick Dure
Ms. Nancy P. Durr
Mr. Robert R. Dyson
Mr. Leonard J. Eaton Jr.
Estate of Michael B. Eddy
Ms. Nancy Egan
Major Theodore Henry Eiben
Dr. Bradley C. Eichhorst
Ms. Rebecca Eisen
Eleanor Lloyd Dees Foundation
Ms. Doris D. Erskine
Hardy and Barbara Eshbaugh
Ms. Susan Etherton
Mrs. Rosemary Hall Evans
Professor and Mrs. Howard E. Evans
Mrs. Cecilia C. Fabbro
Ms. Janet Kaufman Felber
Ms. Sherry Ferguson and  

Mr. Robert Zoellick
Dr. David Ferster and Dr. Indira Raman
Mr. Robert Fiedler
Dr. Maxine M. Field
Benjamin and Rebecca Field

Lee and Amy Fikes
Ms. Patricia E. Fincher
Ms. Linda Fippin
John and Molly Fitzpatrick
Dr. and Mrs. Will Flanagan
Mrs. Martha Flanders
Mrs. Barbara J. Foote
Ms. Susan Ford-Hoffert
Mrs. Irene Fortune
Ms. Linda J. Foster
Dr. and Mrs. Charles W. Fourtner
Professor Raymond T. Fox
Dr. Candace M. France
Frances B. and William S. Todman  

Foundation
Mr. Jonathan Franzen
Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Friedman
Mr. Howard Fuhr
Ms. Marcia S. Gaffney
Ms. Caroline Gakenheimer
Drs. Einar and Sally Gall
Mrs. Sylvia R. Gallagher
Ms. Natalia G. Garcia
Ms. Barbara M. Garlinghouse
Ms. Delight Gartlein
Mr. Clayton Gascoigne
Mr. Alan M. Gast
Mr. William K. Gayden
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald G. Geyso
Mr. Bryan Gieszl
Ms. Nancy Gilbert
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Thanks to a corporate sponsorship from Pennington® Wild Bird Food, the Cornell Lab’s BirdSleuth  
education program ramped up its K–12 curricula rollout to more than 600,000 students across the 
country this year. Photo by Janet Bass.
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A generous annual donation from Phil and Susan Bartels provides the 
Cornell Lab with talented on-staff artistic talent. Last year Bartels Sci-
ence Illustration intern Anna Rettberg illustrated a cartoon for the All 
About Bird Biology educational website that explained a research proj-
ect to understand the role of red in Red-backed Fairywren breeding.
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Thanks to generous funding from the Thomas Cade Fund and Bratten 
Foundation, the Celebrate Urban Birds program conducted two 
workshops at Sapsucker Woods this summer for urban low-income 
youth. The workshops focused on careers in the sciences, paths to 
higher education, and birds. 
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Online viewers on the Cornell Lab Bird Cams have spent more than 2,000 years’ worth of total time watch-
ing spectacular live footage of birds, like this unexpected highlight of a male Ruffed Grouse trying to court 
a female from our Ontario, Canada, FeederWatch Cam.
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The Cornell Lab’s Bioacoustics Research Program continued another 
season of acoustic monitoring for ocean wildlife in 2015. Here Frederick 
Channell and Jason Michalec are programming BRP’s Marine Autono-
mous Recording Units for deployment in a potential wind-energy project 
area off the coast of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 

2015 FISCAL YEAR
FINANCIAL REPORT

July 1, 2014 to  
June 30, 2015

0

5

10

15

20

25

FY2007FY2006 FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY2015

Annual Operating Revenue and Expense, 2006–2015

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f d

ol
la

rs

 

Gifts Directed to Invested Funds
Operating Revenue Expense

FY15 EXPENDITURES

14.8%

15.0%

70.2%

FY15 REVENUES

2.9%

53.0%

24.1%

10.0%

10.0%

Membership and Gifts................. $12,401,701

Grants and Contracts ......................$5,627,714

Program Income ..............................$2,331,752

Invested Funds Income ..................$2,349,657

Other .................................................... $675,997

TOTAL REVENUE ........................$23,386,821

Administration .................................$3,435,413

Development ...................................$3,439,109

Program ......................................... $16,231,323

TOTAL EXPENDITURES ..............$23,135,845

Thank you  for your generous 
support of the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy. We take great care to steward your 
gifts wisely. We strive to keep administra-
tive costs as low as possible and invest our 
valuable human and financial resources 
into high-quality scientific research, con-
servation science, technology, education, 
and outreach programs. Each of our mem-
bers, friends, and donors is an integral part 
of our success. Through your passion and 
unwavering intellectual and financial sup-
port, you make it possible for the Cornell 
Lab to be an institute of exploration, fu-
eled by curiosity and the determination 
to better understand how nature works in 
habitats around the world—in the air, on 
land, and at sea.

If you have questions, comments, or requests for the Cornell Lab’s membership and development team, please contact 
Bramble Klipple at 607-254-1105 or bck42@cornell.edu or Scott Sutcliffe at 607-254-2424 or sas10@cornell.edu.


