
Join the  
Leadership Team

Y ou are invited to join the Chairman’s Council,
an inspiring group of friends who provide lead-

ership and vital annual support for Cornell Lab pro-
grams. I’ve been a member of the Council since 1993 
and have always been impressed with the quality, 
scope, and effectiveness of the projects we empower. 

The purpose of Council membership is threefold: 
to nurture our passion for bird study and conserva-
tion, to promote the Lab’s unique role in providing 
authoritative science and public outreach, and to 
provide annual support of $10,000 or more. The 
Council provides the highest level of core support 
for Lab programs, the hardest dollars to raise but the 
most important to maintain excellence.

The Council has fun together! Twice a year, we 
gather in an exclusive place for a phenomenal 
birding experience. A full list of benefits is described 
in this brochure. 

We would be honored to have you join the Council, a 
cornerstone of the Cornell Lab’s continuing success.

—Linda Macaulay, Chairman 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology Administrative Board 

Your Leadership Makes a World of Difference
 By observing, recording, analyzing, and visualizing what the birds are doing, we better 
understand our influence on the planet. This is the way birds are changing the world,  

and why there is a Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  —John W. Fitzpatrick, director of the Cornell Lab

Linda Macaulay

Slaty-tailed Trogon 
by Bramble Klipple

T he Chairman’s Council is a generous and dedi-
cated group of Cornell Lab leaders who enable 

the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to pursue excellence 
and leadership in scientific discovery, education, 
citizen science, and conservation.

The true benefits of membership in the Chairman’s 
Council come from the broad impact of work at 
the Cornell Lab, made possible with your help. 
For example, Celebrate Urban Birds, pictured 
below, relies on annual support to make a power- 
ful difference in the lives of underserved youth. 
Through workshops, youth are connected to nature 
in ways unavail-
able to them in 
urban and under 
served areas, and 
they learn about 
career options 
in conservation 
science. In appre-
ciation for your 
council support, we share stories of your impact 
from around the Lab in the monthly Chairman’s 
Council newsletter and on the Chairman’s Council 
website. Each council member receives a copy of 
the annual Impact Statement from the Lab. 

Exclusive Trips
Chairman’s Council members are invited to partic-
ipate in two first-class birding experiences annu-
ally with other Chairman’s Council members and 
Cornell Lab leaders. Council trips are planned in the 
late winter/early spring and in the fall. Each year, we 
plan a trip within the U.S. and an international trip. 
In the past, we have traveled to Panama, Belize, Utah, 
and Montana, and we have exciting trips planned in 
the future.

Other membership benefits include:
• A personal contact at the Lab to answer 

questions and provide resources

• Direct access to Lab faculty, staff, and student 
scientists

• Insider access to events, news stories, and 
innovative research findings from the Lab’s 
top-notch faculty, staff, and student scientists

• Access to the exclusive Chairman’s Council 
website, featuring news items from around 
the Lab, access to publications and multi- 
media, Lab leader biographies, and more

• An exclusive monthly Chairman’s Council 
newsletter that includes the Lab’s staff news- 
letter, The CLUE

• Invitations to Lab events and trips—including 
the annual Weekend at Sapsucker Woods, (a 
three-day exclusive getaway at Sapsucker 
Woods filled with birder training, field trips, 
and special activities) and an eco-tour at Little 
St. Simons Island, Georgia

• A private behind-the-scenes tour of the 
Cornell Lab for you and up to six guests

• Free access to Birds of the World

• A special gift from the Lab

• Discounts available for Bird
Academy courses, Project
FeederWatch, and Wild Birds
Unlimited
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Chan Chich, Belize, 2015 Canopy Tower, 2017

White-necked Jacobin bathing, Belize, 2016

birds.cornell.edu/council

Our Mission: To interpret and conserve the earth’s
biological diversity through research, education,

and citizen science focused on birds.
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Chairman’s 
Council

Name ___________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

  _____________________________________________

Phone  __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
❏ Enclosed is my check payable to the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology
❏ Charge my credit card
❏ I will give through my donor-advised fund or IRA.*
Amount:  

❏ $10,000  ❏ $15,000  ❏ $20,000 ❏ $25,000 
❏ Other _____________________________________

Card number  ___________________________________
CVV code _______________________________________
Signature  _______________________________________
Expiration date  _________________________________
 *A gift from your donor-advised fund, or if you are at least 70 1/2, 

from your IRA could be a tax-advantaged way for you to join or 
renew your Chairman’s Council membership. Please contact us if 
you’d like more information.

Please return form to:

  Melissa Walker  
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
159 Sapsucker Woods Road 
Ithaca, New York 14850

Please print your name(s) as you would like it to appear on the record.

Yes, I wish to join or renew 
my membership in 
the Chairman’s Council.

Cactus Wren  © Carl Scheely

Thanks for supporting 
the Cornell Lab

To learn more about the Chairman’s Council, 
 please contact Melissa Walker at 

mrs73@cornell.edu or 607-254-2118, 
Mary Guthrie at 

msg21@cornell.edu or 607-254-2157, or  
Bramble Klipple at 

klipple@cornell.edu or 607-254-1105

Or visit  
birds.cornell.edu/council

Read our latest Annual Report online at  
birds.cornell.edu/annualreport

Gartered Trogon by Bramble Klipple
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