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Interpret and conserve the earth’s biological diversity through 
research, education, and citizen science focused on birds. 





“A	  large	  number	  of	  acres	  
protected	  by	  land	  trusts	  is	  most	  
notable	  in	  certain	  bird	  habitat	  
types:	  forest,	  grasslands,	  and	  
western	  forest	  regions.”	  



Nearly	  half	  of	  land	  trusts	  put	  land	  under	  easement	  
due	  to	  birds	  in	  the	  past	  5	  years	  
	  
Nearly	  2/3	  considered	  birds	  in	  management	  plans	  
	  







“Membership	  growth”	   “More	  land	  protected”	  

Interviews	  of	  Land	  Trusts	  Experienced	  in	  Bird	  ConservaJon	  

“Grants	  for	  birds”	  

“Partners	  matching	  funds”	  

“Buzz	  about	  land	  trusts’	  bird	  acJviJes”	  

“Increased	  awareness	  of	  mission”	  

“Increased	  event	  parJcipaJon	  &	  volunteerism”	  

“We	  get	  to	  enjoy	  more	  birds!”	  



Birdwatchers	  =	  CiJzen	  Science	  =	  Benefits	  for	  Land	  Trusts	  



58%	  of	  land	  trusts	  agreed	  
that	  lack	  of	  staff/volunteers	  to	  monitor	  
their	  land	  limited	  their	  ability	  to	  accomplish	  
bird	  and	  habitat	  conservaJon	  



79%	  of	  land	  trusts	  agreed	  
that	  they	  would	  increase	  their	  bird	  and	  
habitat	  conservaJon	  with	  availability	  of	  
volunteers	  to	  inventory	  or	  monitor	  birds	  



76%	  of	  land	  trusts	  agreed	  
that	  they	  would	  increase	  their	  bird	  and	  
habitat	  conservaJon	  with	  availability	  of	  a	  
tool	  to	  allow	  staff	  or	  volunteers	  to	  
inventory	  or	  monitor	  birds	  





•  199 million observations 

•  14.4 million checklists 

•  2.11 million locations 

•  Every country in the world 

•  9936 species (97% of all species) 

•  14,587,978 hours in the field 

eBird Participation 





18%	  of	  land	  trusts	  used	  
eBird	  in	  the	  last	  5	  years	  



A Tool for Land Trusts 



Birdwatchers	  =	  CiJzen	  Science	  =	  Benefits	  for	  Land	  Trusts	  

•  SelecJon	  of	  land	  for	  protecJon	  
•  Data	  for	  grant	  proposals	  
•  JusJficaJon	  of	  easements	  
•  Repository	  for	  inventory	  and	  monitoring	  efforts	  
•  ConnecJon	  to	  ciJzen	  scienJsts	  à	  volunteers	  à	  
supporters	  à	  donors?	  









eBird Location Explorer 



Select a 
region:  
 
Tompkins 
County, NY 
 
Select 
Hotspot 
Tab 



Select an eBird 
hotspot: 
 
Lindsay-
Parsons 
Biodiveristy 
Preserve  
 
Finger Lakes 
Land Trust 







eBird HotSpot Explorer 





Species Distribution Maps 



Where can I see a Golden-winged Warbler?     



April, Last 10 Years, Full Range 



April 2014, Zoomed  



Data Download 





Management and Conservation 





Source: US NAAS CropScape Cropland Data Layer 2011 
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Northern Pintail 
October 



Northern Pintail 
January 



Birdwatchers	  =	  CiJzen	  Science	  =	  Benefits	  for	  Land	  Trusts	  

•  SelecJon	  of	  land	  for	  protecJon	  
•  Data	  for	  grant	  proposals	  
•  JusJficaJon	  of	  easements	  
•  Repository	  for	  inventory	  and	  monitoring	  efforts	  
•  ConnecJon	  to	  ciJzen	  scienJsts	  à	  volunteers	  à	  
supporters	  à	  donors?	  

	  
•  Contribute	  to	  conservaJon	  science	  



In the Last 18 Months 

•  6236 individual data requests 

•  14998 data downloads 

Resulting In: 

•  120 peer-reviewed publications 

•  Ecology, Artificial Intelligence Magazine, Current Biology  

•  Topics such as climate change (see link on handout) 

eBird Results 



Wood Thrush 



Thank you 

Ashley Dayer 
aad86@cornell.edu 
 


