Cornell Land Trust Small Grant Application 2026

Please answer the questions on the following page for your Cornell Land Trust Small Grant Application (both $25,000 and $10,000 applicants). You will have an opportunity to upload a project narrative and budget during this online application process.    

NOTE: Once you select the >> button at the end of your application (after project narrative and budget section), your application will automatically submit!     

You will receive a confirmation email after your application has been submitted. If you have application questions, please contact Meg Schader, Land Trust Initiative Program Assistant (mcw11@cornell.edu).    

Below is the list of application questions. We recommend you copy and paste them into a Word document or similar platform to draft your proposal offline. Once you've finished drafting the sections, you can copy and paste from the Word document into the following online application and submit.  

1) Small Grant Proposal Title  
2) Provide the contact information for the person responsible for the grant application and who will serve as a lead on this project.  
3) Is your organization an accredited land trust? To apply for a $25,000 grant your organization should either be accredited or be working with one as a partner. Ideally the lead applicant should be the accredited land trust if possible. If you are not the accredited land trust, please indicate when providing information for applicants in the next question, which partner is the accredited land trust.  
4) Provide information for up to five applicants, project staff, or collaborators (name, title, organization, address, phone, email, website, etc.) as well as qualifications (900 character limit). One of the five should be the lead applicant listed previously.  
5) Provide a one sentence project summary statement.  
6) Are you applying for a $10,000 or $25,000 grant?  
7a) Have you applied to this small grant program in the past?  
7b) If so, were you awarded a small grant?   
8) If you have applied to this small grant program before, please briefly indicate if/how this proposal differs from the last version. In the case of a previously successful application, please explain how this project differs or builds on it.   
9) What are the anticipated start and end dates for your project? Note: this grant is an annual cycle, with start dates from May through September. If your project runs longer than a year, please mention the overall time frame in the ‘additional information’ section at the end of this application.  
10) List the geographic area where work will take place (state and county/counties).  
11) If Cornell funds will be paired with other funds, briefly describe the amount and source, and include in your budget.  
12) List any project partners or potential partners that you plan to engage through this proposed work.  
13) Clearly state a description of each project objective and long-term conservation outcome. In the top box, provide any introductory information along with conservation context and need (if applicable), then enter one objective and corresponding outcome per field. There is space (if needed) to tell us how your objectives/outcomes collectively achieve your project goals and address conservation priorities for your organization or region.  
14) Describe bird species and other animals and plants that will benefit from your proposed work. Please do not just provide a bird list for your project location as we are looking for more focused interventions that will benefit a suite of species and particular habitat types, and want to be sure we are addressing biodiversity as a whole in our conservation efforts.  
15) If you are going to use bird resources during your project, please briefly describe how you plan to incorporate them into this work.   
16) Describe the land area that could be impacted by your project for both $25,000 and $10,000 projects. If applying for a $25,000 grant be sure to include the number of acres your project will manage or restore and habitat types improved, managed, or protected as well as their importance to the surrounding landscape.  
17) If applying for a $25,000 grant, is the land area(s) that will be impacted by your project under conservation easement and/or held in fee, and if so what organization holds the easement and/or fee title? If it is not under easement or held in fee, please describe the land ownership situation at present and any protections on the property.  
18) Is there any additional information that is important for us to consider?     

19) PROJECT NARRATIVE and BUDGET:  In one document (3-page maximum for 1. and 2. below), please provide:    
1. A brief description of your methods and timeline for achieving your objectives and conservation outcomes. Focus on supplementing the material provided in your application, limiting organizational background information.            
a. Clearly outline and describe your project activities and timeline, including deliverables and measures of success. If applicable, make reference to key bird species, habitats, and stewardship actions.             
b. Address any threats and/or obstacles you might have to navigate to achieve the objectives, as well as how you might overcome these challenges.    

2. A simple budget for the $10,000 OR $25,000 award and budget justification for your project. Show any co-funding in your budget framework. Note: if these funds are part of a larger project’s budget, please be sure you clearly outline the use of the $10,000 or $25,000 within the larger project and if you are asking for salary dollars be sure to link them to an objective(s) in your justification or activities in your narrative.    

3. For $25,000 proposals only, if available, please include an aerial photo or detailed map of the property where management or restoration will occur. Note: paste this image into the narrative document as a fourth page.    

Include your state and last name at the end of your document's file name (e.g. LandTrustSmallGrantApp_NYBarker)  

